
The Second Sunday of Advent (B) 
6 December 2020 

DVENT IS A TIME of peaceful and joyful preparation for the coming of Christ into 

our world. We recall how he was born among us in Bethlehem over two thousand years 

ago. Not everyone welcomed him then, but we can welcome him now. Ask the Holy Spirit to 

guide you to find the unique way of recognising and welcoming Christ that God has prepared 

for you. We also look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time, not with dread 

but with eager anticipation. 

 Last year on 1 December, Pope 

Francis sent a letter, Admirabile Signum, 

in which he encouraged us to maintain 

‘the beautiful family tradition of 

preparing the nativity scene in the days 

before Christmas.’ Our crib can be a 

simple and joyful work of evangelisation, 

a way of portraying the beauty of our 

faith. It summons us to follow Our Lord 

along the path of humility, poverty and 

self-denial that leads from the manger of 

Bethlehem to the cross. It asks us to 

meet him and serve him by showing his 

mercy to those of our brothers and sisters in greatest need. The Pope adds that children – 

but adults too! – often love to add other figures not found in the Gospels. These show that 

in the new world inaugurated by Jesus there is room for whatever is truly human and for all 

God’s creatures. They speak of everyday holiness, the joy of doing ordinary things in an 

extraordinary way, born whenever Jesus shares his divine life with us.  

This year the crib will be more important than ever. Enjoy setting up your crib at 

home.  

 

Return to celebrating Mass: Now that lockdown has ended, we can resume the 

celebration of Mass. 

As before, there will be Masses in the Abbey Church and in the Holy Ghost Church, 

Midsomer Norton: 

 

 Saturdays: 4.30 p.m. in the Abbey Church, beginning on 5 

December 

 Sundays: 11 a.m. in the Abbey Church, beginning on 6 

December 

 Monday to Saturday (inclusive) 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

beginning on 7 December (Tuesday 8 December is the Solemnity 

of the Immaculate Conception and Mass is at 9.30 a.m., not 8.35 

a.m.) 

 Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9.45 a.m. in Midsomer 

Norton, Church of the Holy Ghost beginning on 8 December 

 

A 



Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social 

distancing will remain in place for all those attending Mass. 

 

Mass Arrangements for Christmas 

Planning for Christmas is now underway. There will be four Masses in the Abbey Church: 

Christmas Eve – at 4.00 p.m. and 11.00 p.m. 

Christmas Day – at 9.00 a.m. and 11.00 a.m. 

More people may want to attend Mass at these times than the Abbey Church can 

accommodate whilst adhering to the social-distancing requirements. Therefore, we ask you 

to book your place to avoid being turned away. You can do this now in one of two ways: 

1. The preferred option is to email downsideparish@gmail.com to request your place. If 

you do this, you need to ensure you include which Mass you want to attend and the 

names and contact details of everyone in your party. The maximum for a Christmas 

Bubble is six.  Your request will be confirmed by email and a ticket sent to you.  

 

2. However, you can also book a place by speaking to a steward at the end of Mass, who 

will record your request. They will need to know which Mass you wish to attend and 

how many others will be in your party. They will also check your contact details for 
track and trace. Your place will then be confirmed by email. For those without email, 

a ticket will be ready to be collected at the Mass the following week. 

 

N.B. In all cases, the maximum size of a Christmas Bubble is six. 

 

All confirmation emails will detail the arrangements for each Mass. 

 

If you know anyone who wishes to come to Christmas Mass and who does not receive this 

Newsletter, please help by getting in touch with them and letting them know what they need 

to do. 

The Bishop reminds us that Christmas has an octave and that you can celebrate 

Christmas by attending any Mass from the Vigil Mass of Christmas Eve to January 1 2021, the 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

 

Healing Service: On Saturday 5 December at 2 p.m. there will an on-line healing service led 

by Fr Michael, which you can access by Youtube and Instagram on the Downside website. 

Advent Service: an Advent Service of prayers and readings 

with some solo singing will take place on Sunday 20th 

December at 3 p.m. in St Benedict’s Parish Church. So that 

we can comply with government rules, we need to know 

exact numbers in advance. If numbers dictate, we will offer 

more than one service. To enable Julie Justin to plan, please 

email or ring and let her know how many seats you need. 

Remember that a Bubble can consist of no more than six 

members. Social distancing and the wearing of facemask rules 

still apply. Email address - juliejustin1@gmail.com mobile 

number 07930062552.  

mailto:downsideparish@gmail.com
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Penance Service: We will have an Advent Penance Service on Monday 21st December in 

the Abbey Church: 7.30 p.m. There will be an introduction to the Service and guidance for 

your examination of conscience. Three priests will be present to hear Confessions. 

CAFOD: ‘We have a variety of Advent resources and prayer for your use with your parish. 

These include Advent prayer cards (one for each week), a series of day-by-day Advent 

reflections, online prayer events, an online carol service guide with a carol sheet, a chance to 

join or organise a fun run and other social events and more.’ For more information, please 

see cafod.org.uk/parishes 

Mary's Meals: The Link to Mary’s Meals own YouTube channel is:  

https://www.youtube.com/MarysMealsTV 

To take part in the Christmas Mary’s Meals Family Hour, go to the channel at 7pm on 

Tuesday, 8 December. 

St Benedict’s Primary school – Help required! The 

school urgently needs the support of new Foundation 

Governors. The school was started almost 200 years ago by 

Dom Bede Polding, a monk at Downside Abbey, and has 

always enjoyed the pastoral care and support of the 

Benedictine community at Downside. We need new 

Governors now, not only because of the imminent departure of the monks, but also owing 

to the recent retirement of previous parish governors, which has left us with only three 

serving Foundation Governors. 

If you would like to discuss how you can help support Catholic education in our area, 

please contact Vince Schwartz, Vice Chair of Governors on 01761 233056 or by email at 

vinceschw@aol.com. 

 

Martyrology: This week brings with it three important feasts closely linked to Our Lady. 

Tuesday 8 December is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the Principal Patron of our Diocese. In Catholic countries, candles are often placed in 

windows on the eve of the Solemnity, Monday 7 December, and this year we could join in 

that celebration with our own candles. Saturday 12 December is the Memorial of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe; she appeared to an Aztec Indian, St Juan Diego, whose Memorial is on 

Wednesday 9 December. The early missionaries, closely associated with the conquistadors, 

achieved little; after Our Lady’s appearance to St Juan as a beautiful Aztec princess speaking 

in his own Aztec language, millions of Mexicans would come forward for Baptism. 

https://shop.cafod.org.uk/collections/advent/products/advent-prayer-card?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://www.bigmarker.com/series/advent/series_summit?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
https://cafod.org.uk/parishes?utm_source=Parish%20Priest%20Advent%202020&utm_medium=Email
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Readings for the Second Sunday of Advent (B) 

First reading 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it 

‘Console my people, console them’ 

says your God. 

‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 

and call to her 

that her time of service is ended, 

that her sin is atoned for, 

that she has received from the hand of the 

Lord 

double punishment for all her crimes.’ 

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness 

a way for the Lord. 

Make a straight highway for our God 

across the desert. 

Let every valley be filled in, 

every mountain and hill be laid low. 

Let every cliff become a plain, 

and the ridges a valley; 

then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed 

and all mankind shall see it; 

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

Go up on a high mountain, 

joyful messenger to Zion. 

Shout with a loud voice, 

joyful messenger to Jerusalem. 

Shout without fear, 

say to the towns of Judah, 

‘Here is your God.’ 

Here is the Lord coming with power, 

his arm subduing all things to him. 

The prize of his victory is with him, 

his trophies all go before him. 

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, 

gathering lambs in his arms, 

holding them against his breast 

and leading to their rest the mother ewes 

(Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11). 

 

Second reading   

We are waiting for the new heavens and the new earth 

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can 

mean a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry 

out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, 

wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to change his ways. The Day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will catch 

fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up. 



Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives 

while you wait and long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and 

the elements melt in the heat. What we are waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens 

and new earth, the place where righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you 

are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at peace 

(2 Peter 3:8-14). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: The silence that has preceded our reading is like the emptiness there was before God 

created the world, before He created you. 

Now you are about to hear the Word: the Word that is life, the Word that gives life, the 

Word that is calling you into being. I invite you to think about your baptism. About how there was a 

time, however brief or long, before you were baptised. What is different between before and after? 

Your baptism makes these words alive for you today. Therefore, before we listen to the Word, before 

we meet Christ in this time of Lectio, I invite you to prepare. In the Gospel you are about to hear, we 

learn of the Jews’ preparations for a new beginning, for the fulfilment of God’s promises. What is the 

desert in your life you need God to water for you? What is the mountain that needs levelling? What 

is keeping you back from the promise of joy?  

I invite you to seek Christ in the reading, He who is the answer to all these longings. How is 

he filling you today? What does He reveal of himself to you, to help you on your way?   

 

A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord 

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet 

Isaiah: 

Look, I am going to send my messenger 

before you; 

he will prepare your way. 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 

Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths 

straight. 

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the 

wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of 

Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were 

baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their 

sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived 

on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his 

preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone 

who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 

kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have 

baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with 

the Holy Spirit’ (Mark 1:1-8). 

 

St John the Baptist by El Greco, c. 1600 


