
The First Sunday of Advent (B) 
29 November 2020 

E ARE GLAD that we can hold public Masses once more as from 3 December. 

Therefore Masses will be celebrated once again in the Abbey Church and in the Holy 

Ghost Church in Midsomer Norton as follows: 

Sunday Masses in the Abbey Church (including the Saturday evening Mass for 

Sunday) 

Saturdays at 4.30 p.m. beginning on 5 December, the Second Sunday of Advent 

Sundays at 11 a.m. beginning on 6 December 

Weekday Masses (beginning on 7 December) 

Monday to Saturday (inclusive) at 8.35 a.m. in the Abbey Church 

Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 9.45 a.m. in Midsomer Norton, Church of the Holy 

Ghost 

Please remember that the wearing of facemasks and the rules for social distancing will 

remain in place for all those attending Mass. 

Private prayer will continue in our churches until Wednesday 2 December as follows:  

 

DAY TIME PLACE 

Tuesday 9-11 a.m. 

6-7 p.m. 

Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Wednesday 10-11 a.m. St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

 

Please note: There will be no Monday prayer session in St Benedict’s as there has been no 

uptake. Private prayer sessions will cease once our churches are again open for Mass. 

Christmas Masses: Our arrangements for Christmas Masses will be announced in next 

week’s Parish Newsletter. We will set up a booking system so that no one who has booked 

need be turned away. The Bishop reminds us that each day of the Christmas octave is a 

‘Christmas Day’, so if you cannot come to Church on the day itself, then there will be other 

Masses you can attend within the octave. 

Bishop Declan’s Pastoral Letter for the First Sunday of 

Advent: In his letter, the Bishop encourages us: ‘During this time 

of Covid-19, with restrictions put on the celebration of the 

liturgy, the family as the Domestic Church can be more focused. 

In our families we can pray together; talk to one another about 

our faith and what we believe; talk of the challenges we face; 

encourage one another and learn to forgive one another. We can 

live our lives as Pope Francis says ‘marked by the flavour of the 

Gospel’. At home, light your won Advent Candles and while you do so listen to the Gospel  

 

W 



of the Advent Sunday and share your thought about it.’ You may be able to find the full test 

of Bishop Declans’s pastoral letter on http://www.cliftondiocese.com/bishop/pastoral-letters/ 

(but I cannot. Editor). 

 

Online Healing Service: The next service, conducted by Dom Michael, will be held on 

Saturday 5 December at 2 p.m. 

Bishop Declan requests that the response of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference to 

the publication of the IICSA report on the Catholic Church be brought to your 

attention. You will be able to find the IICSA report itself (which makes distressing reading) 

online athttps://www.iicsa.org.uk/publications/investigation/roman-catholic-church 

 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH in England and Wales welcomes the 

Report from the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse 

relating to the institutional response of the Church in its duty of 

care to protect children from sexual abuse and exploitation.  

We thank the IICSA Panel for their work. The Report will 

now inform the ongoing reform and improvement of safeguarding 

in all aspects of the Church’s life. 

An important aspect of the Inquiry’s work was the voice 

given to victims and survivors of abuse, including the accounts 

which they gave of their subsequent engagement with the Church. Listening attentively to 

their witness testimony has brought into sharp relief the extent of the damage this sexual 

abuse has had on their lives. 

We apologise to all victims and survivors who have not been properly listened to, or 

properly supported by us. By listening with humility to those who have suffered, we can 

contribute to the healing of the wounds of abuse, as well as learn from those most directly 

affected how we must improve the Church’s safeguarding standards, policies and procedures. 

This is an ongoing task and one to which we are wholly committed. Child sexual abuse 

is a crime. It is a crime that requires committed vigilance and strict procedures to ensure 

reporting to the statutory authorities. This is the Church’s policy. It is also why our 

safeguarding work needs to be continually reviewed and improved. Where there have been 

failings and inconsistency in the application of our safeguarding procedures, we acknowledge 

these and commit to actions which will bring about improvement. 

Abuse is an evil act against the most vulnerable; it must never be excused or covered 

up. Abuse committed against children and the consequent damage to people’s lives cannot be 

undone. For this, we apologise without reservation, and we are committed to listen attentively 

to the voices of those who have been abused. 

This report is an important moment in our safeguarding journey in the Catholic 

Church in our countries. It will now be considered in detail by us, the Bishops, at our Plenary 

Assembly beginning next week so we can explore how to integrate the findings of this 

important Inquiry into the life and work of the Church in order to consistently safeguard 

children and the vulnerable. 

Vincent Cardinal Nichols (President) Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP (Vice-President) 

 

http://www.cliftondiocese.com/bishop/pastoral-letters/


Monks on the Move: Abbot Nicholas and the monks continue to plan for their eventual 

move to a new home. The process will be slow because many interested parties need to be 

consulted, which has been especially difficult during this time of COVID restrictions. The 

continuation of pastoral care for our Parish is a priority in the monks’ planning. 

 

Downside Abbey Visitor Centre: This Saturday 

and Sunday (28 and 29 November)  

we are holding a Black Friday sale on the website for 

books, the link is 

here https://www.downsideabbey.co.uk/black-friday-

book-sale/   

We will be opening the bookshop from Friday 

4th December on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

from 10am-2pm until Friday 18th December. We are selling Christmas stock as well as all 

other items – gifts, etc.  

 

Martyrology: Monday 30 November is the Feast of St Andrew 

the Apostle, whilst Tuesday 1 December is the Memorial of St 

Alexander Briant, one of our diocesan martyrs, who was born in 

Somerset and brutally martyred, together with St Edmund 

Campion and St Ralph Sherwin, on 1 December 1581. St 

Alexander was only 25 years old. Wednesday 2 December is the 

Commemoration of St Habakkuk the prophet, who seems to have 

been active in the seventh century B.C.  Habakkuk boldly 

challenges God for the injustice and suffering we meet in this 

world. God assures him the lives of the upright will be secured at 

the end. ‘… the upright will live through faithfulness’ (Habakkuk 

2, 4). This revelation would be incorporated by St Paul into his 

teaching on faith. 

 

 

 

Downside Abbey seeks to employ an experienced 

cook for the eight resident monks over the three-

week School Christmas holiday. This would be a 

short-term contract employing a suitable person for 

5 or 6 days a week, from 9 a.m. until 2 

p.m.  Salary and hours negotiable. Tel: 

01761 235110 (Downside Abbey 

Administration Office)  

The Angel of the Lord carries 
Habakkuk by his hair to feed Daniel 
in the lions' den (Daniel 14, 33 ff.) 

https://www.downsideabbey.co.uk/black-friday-book-sale/
https://www.downsideabbey.co.uk/black-friday-book-sale/


Readings for the First Sunday of Advent (Year B) 

First reading 

O that you would tear the heavens open and come down 

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, 

‘Our Redeemer’ is your ancient name. 

Why, Lord, leave us to stray from 

your ways 

and harden our hearts against fearing 

you? 

Return, for the sake of your servants, 

the tribes of your inheritance. 

Oh, that you would tear the heavens 

open and come down! 

– at your Presence the mountains 

would melt. 

No ear has heard, 

no eye has seen 

any god but you act like this 

for those who trust him. 

You guide those who act with integrity 

and keep your ways in mind. 

You were angry when we were 

sinners; 

we had long been rebels against you. 

We were all like men unclean, 

all that integrity of ours like filthy 

clothing. 

We have all withered like leaves 

and our sins blew us away like the 

wind. 

No one invoked your name 

or roused himself to catch hold of you. 

For you hid your face from us 

and gave us up to the power of our sins. 

And yet, Lord, you are our Father; 

we the clay, you the potter, 

we are all the work of your hand (Isaiah 63:16-17,64:1,3-8). 

 

 How does the icon help me enter more deeply into the reading from Isaiah? 

 

 What is the message of this reading for my life at this time? 

 

 

 

 

In this ancient icon, Christ the New Adam meets the Old Adam 
before raising him to the New Heaven and Earth with their New 

Garden of Eden 



Second reading 

We are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 

  I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I 

thank him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and 

preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will not be 

without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 

revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and 

God is faithful (1 Corinthians 1:3-9). 

 

 ‘… you have been enriched in so many ways …’ Take time to reflect on the blessings 

you have received through Jesus Christ, and give thanks for them. 

 

Gospel   

Motivation: As we enter the season of Advent, it’s getting colder, days are getting shorter, and the 

last of the fiery autumn leaves are withering away. It seems that the beauty of autumn has given 

way to the dark and gloom of approaching winter. However, this season is not all about darkness 

and decay. It is also full of hope and anticipation of the joy of Christmas. In today’s Gospel, Christ 

reminds us that, like the servants trying to keep awake for the return of their master, we Christians 

are also preparing for the return of our loving and merciful Lord, with not only fear, but also hope 

and joy. This sounds like a daunting task, but we are not alone. Christ is amongst us. What is He 

asking of you? Will you stay awake today, now? 

If he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the 

time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his 

servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. 

So stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, 

midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what 

I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’ (Mark 13:33-37) 

 

 How can I respond this Advent to Jesus’ command, ‘Stay awake!’? 

 


