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HE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING celebrates 

two mysteries. First, we rejoice in Jesus Christ, Lord of 

All, and King of the Universe. He indwells all Creation. It 

comes from Him, and He loves all that His Father has made 

through Him. Second, we meditate upon what is ‘a work in 

progress’, as we would now say. For Christ’s sovereignty is, 

as yet, unrecognised; only partly known and accepted. 

Three quarters of the world’s population are unbaptized, 

unevangelised, unaware that they indeed have a Saviour who 

cares about them. Surely, this is for us a call to prayer. May 

our lives be our proclamation. And, alas, there are others 

who hardly know their Lord, and have rejected Him in 

favour of some other, counterfeit deity. May they return to 

the One who alone can give them all they desire and need. 

 The growth of the Kingdom goes forward with an 

irresistible power. Christ’s Kingdom really will come, and, 

even now, Jesus wishes to reign in our hearts. Today, we thank Him and adore Him, for He 

has invited us to share with Him His glorious reign. Adveniat regnum tuum. Amen. 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

Prayer times in our churches:  

DAY TIME PLACE 

Monday 6-7 p.m St Benedict’s , Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Tuesday 9-11 a.m. 

6-7 p.m. 

Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Wednesday 10-11 a.m. St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Thursday 10-11 a.m. St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Friday 9-11 a.m. Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

Saturday 9-10.30 a.m. 

3-4 p.m. 

Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

Abbey Church, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Sunday 3-4 p.m. Abbey Church, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

 

N.B. We have changed the Saturday afternoon time from 4-5 p.m. to 3-4 p.m. so that the 

weekend times in the Abbey Church are the same. 

Changes to the Liturgy: In Advent you may notice a small change to the way the priest 

concludes the Mass prayers. The word ‘one’ will have disappeared from the closing words of 

the Collect and other prayers that end with a similar formula. You will no longer hear 

‘Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.’ The one will simply have disappeared. Why? The 

conclusions to these prayers were formulated by the Church in Africa in the fourth century 

when Arianism was a threat to orthodox faith. The Arians sought to defend God’s 
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transcendence by arguing that Jesus Christ was not eternally divine, was therefore not God. 

Against this, the Church asserted that Christ was God and was so eternally. This is what the 

conclusion to the prayers at Mass is asserting. Jesus Christ is God. So, to attach the word 

one to Jesus as God raises possible questions about the status of the Father and the Holy 

Spirit. Are there three Gods? No! These confusions about the Trinity need to be avoided. 

The puzzle is: Why did the English translation insert the word one when it is not there in 

the Latin and when the other major language groups have not put it into their translations? 

CAFOD Petition to the Prime Minister: The Prime Minister’s long awaited 10-point 

climate plan arrived this week. Businesses and environmentalists have welcomed it as a good 

start; however, there are some anomalies. Here in the UK we are seeking to lessen our 

dependence on fossil fuels in order to limit the rise of global temperatures. Yet the 

Government is providing financial support for fossil fuel ventures in developing countries. 

This contradicts the 2015 Paris Agreement. CAFOD is petitioning to put an end to UK 

support for fossil fuels overseas and to shift support to renewables instead. I urge you to 

sign CAFOD’s petition to the Prime Minister. You will find the petition at 

cafod.org.uk/campaign/climate 

Caroline Lane (Campaign Volunteer Coordinator for CAFOD Clifton) 

 

Ready, steady, census: The decennial census is almost upon us. Households across the 

country will soon be asked to take part in the nationwide survey of housing and the 

population. It has been carried out every decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941. 

Information from the digital-first census will help decide how services are planned 

and funded in your local area. This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, housing or 

new bus routes. 

Households will receive a letter with a unique access code in the post, allowing them 

to complete their questionnaire online. Paper questionnaires will be available on request. 

Census day is March 21. For more information, visit census.gov.uk. 

 

Downside Abbey seeks to employ an experienced 

cook for the eight resident monks over the three-

week School Christmas holiday. This would be a 

short-term contract employing a suitable person for 

5 or 6 days a week, from 9 a.m. until 2 

p.m.  Salary and hours negotiable. Tel: 

01761 235110 (Downside Abbey 

Administration Office)  

 

 

 

 



Martyrology: Wednesday 25 November is the Memoria 

of St Catherine of Alexandria. Catherine, a highly 

intelligent Egyptian woman, became a Christian at the 

age of 18. She began to preach the Gospel throughout 

Alexandria. She was imprisoned by the Emperor 

Maximus and used the time to convert the Empress and 

the leader of the armed forces. She was punished by 

being tormented on a spiked wheel, which broke; she 

was then beheaded. She has been much venerated as the 

patron of philosophers and preachers. She was a popular 

saint in the middle ages, and became patron of Bath 

because she was associated with wool spinning on 

account of her wheel, and Bath was a great cloth-making 

town. 

Readings for the Solemnity of Christ the King 

First reading 

The Lord will judge between sheep and sheep 

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock myself and keep all of it in view. As a 

shepherd keeps all his flock in view when he stands up in the middle of his scattered sheep, 

so shall I keep my sheep in view. I shall rescue them from wherever they have been 

scattered during the mist and darkness. I myself will pasture my sheep, I myself will show 

them where to rest – it is the Lord who speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back the 

stray, bandage the wounded and make the weak strong. I shall watch over the fat and 

healthy. I shall be a true shepherd to them. 

   As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge between sheep and sheep, 

between rams and he-goats (Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17). 

 How does this reading prepare for and deepen my understanding to the Gospel? 

 

 

 

Second reading 

Christ will hand over the kingdom to God the Father; so that God may be all in 

all 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death 

came through one man and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come through 

one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of 

them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, 

those who belong to him. After that will come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to 

St Catherine by Vittore Crivelli, 
c. 1490 



God the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power. For he 

must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies to be 

destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under his feet. And when everything is 

subjected to him, then the Son himself will be subject in his turn to the One who subjected 

all things to him, so that God may be all in all (1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28). 

 

 What do I understand by the words ‘so that God may be all in all?’ 

 

 

 

 What feelings are arising in me as I reflect on this passage? 

 

 

 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: In this week’s Gospel, we see Christ as a King who identifies with the weakest and 

the poorest. This echoes the mystery of the incarnation: That God, author of everything there is, 

stripped himself of infinite riches and became human. He comes to us now, through the Holy Spirit, 

as a shepherd and guide, offering his Kingdom to his brothers and sisters who are poor in Spirit. In 

these hours and in these periods of Lectio, he invites us to listen to his gentle voice, to hand him all 

our concerns, worries and weaknesses and open our hearts to the guidance and comfort he offers 

as a King who is also a friend. 

I was naked and you clothed me; sick, and you visited me 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the 

angels, then he will take his seat on his throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled 

before him and he will separate men one from another as the shepherd separates sheep 

from goats. He will place the sheep on his right hand and the goats on his left. 

   ‘Then the King will say to those on his right hand, “Come, you whom my Father has 

blessed, take for your heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the 

world. For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a 

stranger and you made me welcome; naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in 

prison and you came to see me.” Then the virtuous will say to him in reply, “Lord, when did 

we see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a 

stranger and make you welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go to see 

you?” And the King will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did this to one of the 

least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.” 

   ‘Next he will say to those on his left hand, “Go away from me, with your curse upon 

you, to the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you never 

gave me food; I was thirsty and you never gave me anything to drink; I was a stranger and 

you never made me welcome, naked and you never clothed me, sick and in prison and you 

never visited me.” Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or 

thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in prison, and did not come to your help?” Then he will 



answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you neglected to do this to one of the least of 

these, you neglected to do it to me.” 

   ‘And they will go away to eternal punishment, and the virtuous to eternal life’ 

(Matthew 25:31-46). 

 

This Gospel is the last Sunday Gospel of the 2020 Liturgical Year. 

 

 

 Copy the phrase in it that is speaking to you most powerfully. 

 

 

 Can you discern why this phrase is drawing you attention? Does what you have 

copied down help you to understand better any experiences you have had this year? 

 

 

 What prayer would you like to offer to Christ the King as this year ends? 

 


