
The Thirty-Third Sunday of the Year (A) 
15 November 2020 

T IS GOOD TO REPORT that Parishioners have been taking up the opportunity for private 

prayer in our churches. We are now adding a Sunday session in the Abbey Church from 3-

4 p.m. Here is the complete schedule of times; do not worry if you can only drop in for a 

short visit. We hope at least one of the slots will work for you:  

DAY TIME PLACE 

Monday 6-7 p.m St Benedict’s , Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Tuesday 9-11 a.m. 

6-7 p.m. 

Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Wednesday 10-11 a.m. St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Thursday 10-11 a.m. St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Friday 9-11 a.m. Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

Saturday 9-10.30 a.m. 

4-5 p.m. 

Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

Abbey Church, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Sunday 3-4 p.m. Abbey Church, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

 

Please make sure to bring a mask with you and to observe social distancing while you are in 

the church. Masses continue to be recorded and made available on the Downside Abbey 

website. Go to Downside Abbey (downsideabbey.co.uk), then Monastery and Listen to the 

Homily and Podcasts. We recommend attending the live-streamed Masses from St John’s in 

Bath, especially on Sundays: https://stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/index.php/mass-online 

There are livestreamed Masses every Sunday and weekday from 10.00 to 11.00.  We apologize 
for mistakenly announcing in our last newsletter that the Sunday Masses were livestreamed 

at 11 a.m.  They are livestreamed at 10 a.m. just as on weekdays. 

In addition, we are providing more points for meditation with the Sunday readings to 

help you deepen your engagement with God’s Word. 

 

 
 

Mary’s Meals: Our parish has been a long-term supporter of Mary’s Meals. Magnus 

MacFarlane-Barrow writes to tell us: ‘We have incredible news! From today until 31 January 

2021, public donations made to our Double The Love appeal will be doubled by the UK 

government, up to £2 million.  This generosity will bring new hope to families in Liberia where 

I 

https://stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/index.php/mass-online


hunger prevents children from going to school, and more than half of children drop out before 

they finish primary education. Massa tells us: ‘Sometimes there is nothing for me to eat at 

home before I go to school, and I feel so hungry. The food I eat at school makes me feel good 

and happy, and helps me to concentrate in class. It also helps my mother as she finds it hard 

to find food for us all to eat.’    

Together, through this Double The Love campaign, we can help transform the lives of 

more than 43,000 hungry children, just like Massa, across 167 primary schools in Liberia.     

Until 31 January 2021, if you choose to set up a regular gift to Mary’s Meals, up to 

three regular donations will be matched by the UK government. If you already give a regular 

donation to Mary’s Meals, and you choose to increase your donation, the additional amount 

will be eligible for matching for up to three regular donations. 

Please note, in order to be eligible for match funding, a declaration form is required 

for any donations made of more than £5,000. For more information, please visit our website. 

DONATE TODAY AND DOUBLE YOUR GIFT!  

  

Martyrology: Saturday, 21 November is 

the Memorial of the Presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary in the Temple. A church 

was built in honour of this mystery in 

Jerusalem in the sixth century. We read 

about Mary’s birth and childhood not in the 

Gospels but only in the apocryphal literature. 

Mary’s mother Anne was thought to be 

barren, like Hannah, the Mother of Samuel, 

and other women who were to bring sons 

into the world who would have an important 

role in the redemption of Israel. In 

thanksgiving for the blessing of her birth, 

Joachim and Anne offered Mary in the 

Temple when she was three years old. In the 

sacristy at Downside we have a remarkable 

piece of embroidery from the late fifteenth 

century. It shows St Anne teaching the child 

Mary to read God’s Word. Such images 

helped inspire the Christian belief in the 

great importance of education for girls as 

well as boys. 

 

 

 

Downside Abbey seeks to employ an experienced cook for the eight resident monks over the 

three-week School Christmas holiday. This would be a short-term contract employing a suitable 

person for 5 or 6 days a week, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.  Salary and hours negotiable. Tel: 01761 

235110 (Downside Abbey Administration Office) 



Readings for the Thirty-Third Sunday of the Year (A) 
 

First reading 

A perfect wife - who can find her? 

A perfect wife – who can find her? 

  She is far beyond the price of pearls.  

Her husband’s heart has confidence in 

her, 

  from her he will derive no little profit. 

Advantage and not hurt she brings him 

  all the days of her life. 

She is always busy with wool and with 

flax, 

  she does her work with eager hands. 

She sets her hands to the distaff, 

  her fingers grasp the spindle. 

She holds out her hand to the poor, 

  she opens her arms to the needy. 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; 

  the woman who is wise is the one to praise. 

Give her a share in what her hands have worked for, 

  and let her works tell her praises at the city gates (Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31). 

 

 How does this reading deepen my understanding of the Gospel? 

 

Second reading 

God will bring with him those who have died in Jesus 

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, 

since you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It 

is when people are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly happens, as 

suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody 

to evade it. 

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a 

thief. No, you are all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to 

darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and 

sober (1 Thessalonians 5:1-6). 

 

 What do I understand by St Paul’s advice that I should not go on sleeping, but stay 

awake and sober? How can I do that today? 

 

If you would like to join the St Scholastica online Lectio Divina Group that meets on 

Fridays at 5 p.m., please contact domleo@downside.co.uk or Tel: 01761 235 107. You 

will be welcome. 

mailto:domleo@downside.co.uk


Gospel 

You have been faithful in small things: come and join in your master's happiness 

Motivation: What do you do with what you have been given? Perhaps this has never before been 

so relevant. Everywhere we see and experience the message that we can't. We can't leave our homes. 

We can't be with loved ones. We can't go to Mass. But the Lord does not wait, the Lord does not go 

on hold and He certainly doesn't get locked down. He is inviting you, me, to be His instruments in 

spreading His Word and proclaiming His kingdom. What are you going to do with the place and the 

people you are locked down with? What will you discover about the talents He has given you? There 

is no time to waste. The Lord is speaking to you today and He has a piece of good news for you. 

What are you going to do with His love?  

 

ESUS SPOKE THIS PARABLE to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is like a man on his 

way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he 

gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set 

out. 

‘The man who had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and 

made five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same way. But the 

man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

‘Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his 

accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five 

more. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have made.” 

‘His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you 

can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s 

happiness.” 

‘Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me 

with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, 

good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you 

with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.” 

‘Last came forward the man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you 

were a hard man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 

scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was 

yours, you have it back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you 

knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, 

you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 

recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man 

who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more 

than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for this 

good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and 

grinding of teeth”’ (Matthew 25: 14-30). 

 

 What are the talents with which I have been entrusted and what am I doing 

with them? 

J 


