
THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR (A) 
8 November 2020 

 

HE NEW LOCKDOWN ARRANGEMENTS mean that our public Masses have to be 

discontinued during November and early December. However, our churches can be 

open for private prayer. Here is a schedule of times; do not worry if you can only drop in 

for a short visit. We hope at least one of the slots will work for you:  

DAY TIME PLACE 

Monday 6-7 p.m St Benedict’s , Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Tuesday 9-11 a.m. 

6-7 p.m. 

Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Wednesday 10-11 a.m. St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Thursday 10-11 a.m. St Benedict’s, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

Friday 9-11 a.m. Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

Saturday 9-10.30 a.m. 

4-5 p.m. 

Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 

Abbey Church, Stratton-on-the-Fosse 

 

Please make sure to bring a mask with you and to observe social distancing while you are in 

the church. Masses continue to be recorded and made available on the Downside Abbey 

website. Go to Downside Abbey (downsideabbey.co.uk), then Monastery and Listen to the 

Homily and Podcasts. We recommend attending the live-streamed Masses from St John’s in 

Bath, especially on Sundays: https://stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/index.php/mass-online 

There are livestreamed Masses every weekday from 10.00 to 11.00 at St John’s and on 

Sunday from 11.00 to 12.00.  

In addition, we are providing more points for meditation with the Sunday readings to 

help you deepen your engagement with God’s Word. 

 

Remembrance Sunday: This Sunday is 

also Remembrance Sunday. Here are 

prayers prepared by Churches Together 

that you may like to say: 

We commit ourselves to work in penitence 

and faith for reconciliation between the 

nations, that all people may, together, live in 

freedom, justice and peace. We pray for all 

who in bereavement, disability and pain continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and 

terror. We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose lives, in world wars and 

conflicts past and present, have been given and taken away. 

 

Food Bank November to Christmas needs: Please choose items from the following list 

only: Biscuits, Brown sauce, Chocolate/s, Corned beef, Custard, Instant mash, Jam, Ketchup, 

Macaroni cheese, Meat soup, Milk powder, Potatoes (tinned), Sponge puddings & other 

puddings, Savoury snacks, Spaghetti (tinned), Sweets, Sweet snacks, Toothbrushes – adult & 

children's, Toothpaste – children's, Household/multi-purpose cleaner. Thank you! Potential 

T 

https://stjohnsrcbath.org.uk/index.php/mass-online


Christmas items are printed in red ink on the above list and will be welcome in either 

Christmas or regular packaging. Thank you. 

Thank you letter from CAFOD: Thanks to all 

parishioners at St Benedict’s for their prayers, fasting, and 

generosity. Your parish has donated £301.44. Your 

donations this Harvest mean that we can continue to reach 

more families threatened by coronavirus. Working through 

the local Church, amazing work is already happening. In 

Kenya, Sister Modeasther distributed food and essential 

items to 300 vulnerable families at St Michael's Catholic 

Parish. There are many more local experts working with 

the poorest communities and these stories are signs of 

great hope during crisis. We are one family and together 

we will survive, rebuild and heal. 

Michelle Oakford (Head of Supporter Relations) 

 

St Hugh of Lincoln’s Statue renewed: St Hugh’s Church in 

Radstock has been converted to flats, but the statue in its niche 

will remind passers-by of the Catholic Church and its dedication. 

The old statue was brightly painted. When it was taken down, it 

proved to be made of wood and to be in poor condition. The 

new statue is made of reconstituted stone and should stand up 

better to years of wind, frost and rain. St Hugh was known for his 

love of animals. When he was Prior in the Carthusian House at 

Witham Friary near Nunney, he had a barnacle goose that visited 

him in his cell. As Bishop of Lincoln he was befriended by a great 

swan who would chase away anyone who came to see the Bishop 

when he was resting.  

 

Martyrology: Saturday 14 November is the Memorial of the Beatified Martyrs of our 

Diocese. There are 21 of them and they deserve our memory, while we can avail ourselves 

of the help of their intercession. They include such people as William Lampley, a layman, 

probably from Gloucester, who was executed in 1588 for ‘persuading his kin to popery’ and 

Henry Webley, born in Gloucester who was put to death, also in 1588, for sheltering a 

priest. These martyrs have their proper prayer: ‘God our Father, you raised up blessed 

Martyrs among our countrymen from every walk of life. They vindicated the authority of 

your Church in teaching and worship. Through their prayers may all our people be gathered 

once again to celebrate the same Sacraments under one Shepherd, Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.’ 

 

 



Readings for the Thirty-Second Sunday of the Year (A) 
 

Before reading the passages appointed for this Sunday, pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and give you wisdom, and keep a time of silence: 

 

First reading 

Wisdom is found by those who look for her 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 

By those who love her she is readily seen, 

and found by those who look for her. 

Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to them. 

Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; 

you will find her sitting at your gates. 

Even to think about her is understanding fully grown; 

be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you. 

She herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of her 

and graciously shows herself to them as they go, 

in every thought of theirs coming to meet them (Wisdom 6:12-16). 

 

o The ‘sensible bridesmaids’ in our Gospel possess wisdom; it is better to translate 

them as ‘wise bridesmaids’. Because their lamps are filled with the oil of wisdom they 

are bright and do not grow dim. This first reading helps us understand the readiness 

of the wise bridesmaids to greet Christ, the Bridegroom, and to enter the Kingdom 

of Heaven. You may find it helpful to read this reading after you have read the 

Gospel. 

 

Second reading 

Do not grieve about those who have died in Jesus 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make sure that 

you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have no hope. We believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for those who have died in Jesus: God 

will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any of us 

who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage over those who have 

died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will call out the command and the 

Lord himself will come down from heaven; those who have died in Christ will be the first to 

rise, and then those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together with 

them; to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such 

thoughts as these you should comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

 

o On this Remembrance Sunday, choose a phrase from this reading that gives you 

hope. 

 

 

 



Gospel   

Motivation: The Gospel this Sunday brings me to the 

moment in my life where I will see the Lord face to face. My 

death. The bridegroom is here ready to take me into the 

banquet, but am I ready? Am I  prepared for this encounter 

with him, ready to be welcomed into the kingdom of heaven, 

or am I like the foolish bridesmaids? Eager though 

unprepared. Is the oil in my lamp aflame, is the love in my 

heart aflame, so that I can properly greet the Bridegroom, 

Christ? 

The good news is that I can prepare for this 

moment, I need not be afraid as St Paul tells us in 1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18. For those who have died in Christ 

will live in him and I can prepare for the culmination of my 

life every single day by encountering the word. In this very 

act of seeking God in the word, He will be there: 'by those 

who love wisdom she is readily seen and found by those who 

look’ (Wisdom 6:13). When I recognise it is Christ whom I 

seek, I wake up to his call and his coming. 

The wise and foolish virgins 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their 

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were sensible: 

the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones 

took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy 

and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet 

him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones 

said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they 

replied, “There may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to those who sell 

it and buy some for yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. 

Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The 

other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said “open the door for us.” But he 

replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because you do not know 

either the day or the hour’ (Matthew 25:1-13). 

 

o What features in this story Jesus tells are striking me as strange or even 

unreasonable? Make a note of them here:  

 

 

o The last sentence in the Gospel is a nimshal, a Hebrew term for the ‘moral’ or 

essential point of the parable. You will find several of them in at the end of 

Matthew’s parables. How does this nimshal help you understand the whole parable? 

 

 

o What phrase from the Gospel is standing out for you today? Copy it down and 

memorise it so that you can chew it over and reflect on it for the rest of the day. 

In addition to running out of oil, the foolish 

virgins (below) have lost their haloes 


