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LL AROUND US the world is in a flurry of Halloween celebrations, with a curious 
emphasis on ghosts and pumpkins. There is a folk memory here of the Solemnity of All 

Saints and the Commemoration of All the Souls of the Faithful Departed. At this time of 
pandemic and anxiety, we have an opportunity to show and tell what these days are really 
about. The Catholic Church is Catholic because it is whole and inclusive; it includes 
everything and everyone and that, of course, includes those who have died. Far from being 
lost in a dark realm of dread, those who have gone before us, marked with the sign of faith, 
are part of our community and we are part of theirs. During these days especially we pray 
for one another and look forward to the joy of seeing God together in the Beatific Vision 
for which we were created. May the words of St John fill our hearts: ‘My dear people, we 
are already the children of God but what we are to be in the future has not yet been 
revealed; all we know is, that when it is revealed we shall be like him because we shall see 
him as he really is. Surely everyone who entertains this hope must purify himself, must try 
to be as pure as Christ’ (1 John 3:1-3). 
 

 

 

 

 

Second Collection: This Saturday and Sunday there will be a second collection for our 
Clifton Cathedral Appeal. 

Online Healing Service: Our next online healing service will now take place on 
Saturday 14 November at 2 p.m. The normal date is the first Saturday of the month, 
but in November the Abbot’s Blessing is taking place at 2 p.m. on Saturday 7. 

A 

All Souls Day Mass: A Mass for 
All Souls will be celebrated in the 
Holy Ghost Church, Midsomer 
Norton, on Monday 2 November 
at 9.30 a.m. 

 



Monastery Telephones: Dom Michael’s telephone has been out of order for several days. 
We regret the inconvenience. You can still email him: dommichael@downside.co.uk and he 
can pick up messages from his phone as they are transferred to his email account. Dom Leo 
remains contactable both by phone (01761 235107) and by email: domleo@downside.co.uk 

  

Chile: Last Sunday’s plebiscite on the question of whether Chile’s Constitution should be 
renewed saw a 78% majority in favour of renewal and a 79% majority in favour of its being 
revised by a constitutional convention of directly elected members rather than by a mixed 
constitutional convention made up of currently sitting members of Parliament and directly 
elected citizens. The atmosphere after the plebiscite has been peaceful, which bodes well. 
The old constitution was clear on the right to life, the importance of the family and the right 
to education independent of the state. Catholics will hope that these important values are 
retained in the new Constitution alongside new and more effective provisions for social 
justice for the poor and marginalised. Our prayers for Chile are appreciated, especially by 
the St Scholastica Community. 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions: In November, Pope Francis asks that we pray 
that progress made in robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve mankind. 
 
New Statue of St Hugh in Radstock: The statue of St Hugh 
of Lincoln that stands in the alcove above the porch of our 
former church has been renewed and was blessed by Dom Leo 
on Friday 30 November. The old statue proved to have been 
carved in wood and would not have endured many more winters’ 
exposure to the elements. The new statue is made of 
reconstituted stone, moulded from the wooden statue, and will 
be there, we hope, for many years to remind passers-by that the 
building has been a place of Catholic prayer and worship. Thanks 
are due to Clive Allen for setting up the new statue of St Hugh 
with the Swan of Stow.  
 

There is a superabundance of cooking apples from 
the monastery orchard. Please bring a bag and take 
any you can use at home. They will need to be 
cooked soon, unless you are expert at keeping 
apples. 

mailto:dommichael@downside.co.uk


Martyrology: Tuesday 3 November is the Optional Memorial of St 
Martin de Porres (1579-1639). He was the illegitimate son of a 
Spanish grandee and a freed slave mother of African and Peruvian 
descent. He joined the Dominicans in Lima as a lay-helper. His 
dedication to the poor was so impressive that he was invited to 
make his profession as a lay-brother. He spent his night in prayer and 
penance and his days nursing the sick and plague-stricken. In the 
friary, he was barber, gardener and counsellor. He has been 
recognised as patron of race relations because of his universal, caring 
charity to people of all races, whom he served without counting the 
cost. In the face of opposition he was courageous and tenacious in 
his care for the poor and excluded, saying that charity took 
precedence over all other virtues. 
 Tuesday is also the feast of St Vigor, the patron of the 
Anglican church in Stratton-on-the-Fosse. Vigor was born in Artois the fifth century and 
studied at Arras under St Vedast, who was the founder of Abbot de Caverel’s monastery. 
Abbot de Caverel gave the English and Welsh monks of St Gregory’s their home in Douai in 
the early seventeenth century. It was a happy surprise when St Gregory’s arrived here in 
1814 to discover the local church with its unusual link to their monastic family tree. St Vigor 
ran away from his father, who opposed his vocation, becoming a hermit preacher and then 
Bishop of Bayeaux in 514. He was a strong opponent of paganism, which is why he is 
represented standing on a dragon.  
    
Christmas Masses: Abbot Nicholas and the Parish Pastoral Council are already thinking 
about arrangements for our Christmas Masses. We will be planning a booking system so 
that no one need be turned away from an overcrowded church if they have booked places.  

 

Readings for the Solemnity of All Saints 
 
First reading 
I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, 
tribe and language 
I, John, saw another angel rising where the sun rises, carrying the seal of the living God; he 
called in a powerful voice to the four angels whose duty was to devastate land and sea, 
‘Wait before you do any damage on land or at sea or to the trees, until we have put the seal 
on the foreheads of the servants of our God.’ Then I heard how many were sealed: a 
hundred and forty-four thousand, out of all the tribes of Israel. 
   After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, 
race, tribe and language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, 
dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. They shouted aloud, ‘Victory to 
our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who were standing in 
a circle round the throne, surrounding the elders and the four animals, prostrated 
themselves before the throne, and touched the ground with their foreheads, worshipping 

A contemporary portrait of St 
Martin, preserved in the 

monastery of Rosa of Santa 
Maria, Lima. 



God with these words, ‘Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and strength to our God for ever and ever. Amen.’  

One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you know who these people are, 
dressed in white robes, and where they have come from?’ I answered him, ‘You can tell me, 
my lord.’ Then he said, ‘These are the people who have been through the great persecution, 
and they have washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb.’ (Apocalypse 7:2-4, 
9-14 ). 

Second reading   
We shall be like God because we shall see him as he really is 
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 
by letting us be called God’s children; 
and that is what we are. 
Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not acknowledge us. 
My dear people, we are already the children of God 
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; 
all we know is, that when it is revealed 
we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he really is. 
Surely everyone who entertains this hope 
must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ (1 John 3:1-3). 
 

Gospel 
Motivation: Christ proclaims all kinds of blessings on many sorts of people; what they have in 
common is that their way in the world places them as children before God. Coming to meet Christ 
in Lectio today, we share in this relationship; we are also children before God, aware of our own 
powerlessness, the gap, the edge of our understanding and ability. Christ in His blessings shares His 
love with us as we come in weakness: ‘For when I am weak, then I am strong’ writes St Paul. As 
autumn flares around us, let us rejoice with the Saints in coming to meet God as His children. In the 
words of St Bonaventure, ‘open your eyes, rouse the ears of your spirit, release your lips, and apply 
your heart.’ 
How happy are the poor in spirit 
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. 
Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 
‘How happy are the poor in spirit; 
  theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Happy the gentle: 
  they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: 
  they shall be comforted. 
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 
  they shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful: 
  they shall have mercy shown them. 
Happy the pure in heart: 



  they shall see God. 
Happy the peacemakers: 
  they shall be called sons of God. 
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 
  theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny 
against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven’ 
(Matthew 5:1-12a). 
 
 
 

 


