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EXT SUNDAY, 1November, begins the month of prayer for the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory. God in his loving mercy prepares the faithful departed for their entry into 

glory. In heaven, all is holy, pure and beautiful. We may therefore require some cleansing 

grace. The souls are very grateful for our prayers, which help them onwards in a most 

powerful way, especially through the Mass and the Rosary. The holy souls can, of course, 

pray for us. And they do so. Do not 

forget to ask them to help you. The 

Indulgence on 2 November, and the 

Octave till 9 November, may be applied 

to them. The ‘work’ is to visit any 

cemetery and pray for them and the 

Pope’s intentions. Our own family are, by 

tradition, the particular persons for whom we pray. But we should extend our intercession 

to all. Perhaps some souls have no-one to pray for them. We should not lose sight of the 

strength and value of our prayer Since the Holy Spirit actually prays with us, there is nothing 

tool large (or too small)  to be part of our prayer. ‘Pray always and never lose heart’, says 

the Lord. Ask your Angel to help. 

Dom Michael Clothier, Parish Priest 

 

Prayers for Chile: Through our St Scholastica Community 

with its three Oblates, Cristóbal, Nicolás and Vicente, we 

have vital contacts with Chile in South America. This Sunday 

the Oblates travel to London to vote in the national 

plebiscite that will determine whether a new constitution will 

be drafted for the country. Chile has enjoyed a period of 

political stability that has brought with it financial growth and 

social stability. However, widespread dissatisfaction with the 

gap between rich and poor erupted when there was a rise in 

public transport fares in 2019. There is a strong desire for 

reforms in education, healthcare and the pension system. 

There is also widespread resentment that Chile’s essential 

resources, especially water, are under the control of multi-

nationals and there is anger over political corruption. 

Combined with all this is the insurgence of organised radical 

groups who are seeking to destabilize Chilean institutions.  Unfortunately, the Church in 

Chile is itself seriously weakened by scandal and fear. Pope Francis’s Fratelli Tutti has alerted 

us to such problems all across the world. This Sunday we keep our Chilean friends in our 

prayers. 

Other prayer intentions: Please pray for Abbot Charles Fitzgerald-Lombard, parish priest 

of Bungay, Suffolk, who has had a slight stroke and for Margaret Rooney, who is recovering 

from a fall. Please continue to keep in prayer the following who are unwell or housebound: 

N 

Put the names of all those Holy Souls you 

would like to have remembered at Masses 

in November in an envelope. Hand them to 

Dom Michael or Dom Leo, who will place 

them on the altar. No money is involved. 

Chile's coat of arms was designed by 
English artist Charles Wood 

Taylor in 1834. The motto reads 
'By reason or by force'. Let us pray 

that reason and not force will 
prevail in Chile. 



Jayne Afxendi, Brian Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, Tony Porter and 

for David Smith from Keynsham, who is unwell in Paulton Hospital. 

CAFOD: Our parish raised a fantastic £383.44 for CAFOD’s Coronavirus Appeal this 

Family Harvest Fast Day. Your support will ensure our global family can survive, rebuild and 

heal. Thank you for your generosity, and please keep our global family in your prayers 

especially at this time. 

Caroline Lane (Parish CAFOD Representative) 

 

Martyrology: Monday 26 October is the optional memorial of 

SS Chad and Cedd. Cedd died of the plague at his monastery in 

Lastingham, Yorkshire, on this day in 664. Both Chad and his 

brother Cedd had been educated in the island monastery of 

Lindisfarne under St Aidan. Cedd founded many monasteries 

and was sent as a bishop to evangelise the East Saxons. Chad 

was Abbot at Lastingham and was then sent as bishop to 

Mercia, where he founded the See of Lichfield. Both were 

dedicated to preaching the Gospel, Jesus’ good news of eternal 

life. 

 

 

 

Readings for the Thirtieth Sunday of the Year (A) 
 

First reading  

If you are harsh with the widow and orphan, my anger will flare against you 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this: 

  ‘“You must not molest the stranger or oppress him, for 

you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not 

be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you are 

harsh with them, they will surely cry out to me, and be 

sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will flare and I shall 

kill you with the sword, your own wives will be widows, 

your own children orphans. 

  ‘“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor 

man among you, you must not play the usurer with him: 

you must not demand interest from him. 

  ‘“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it 

back to him before sunset. It is all the covering he has; it 

is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he 

sleep in? If he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of 

pity”’ (Exodus 22:20-26). 

 

Detail from the Lindisfarne 
Gospels, created in the century after 
SS Chad and Cedd, but witnessing 

to the immense reverence for the 
Gospel in Saxon England. 

Moses encounters God in the burning 
bush. Monastery of St Catherine, 

Mount Sinai c. 540 



Second reading 

You broke with idolatry and became servants of God; you are now waiting for 

his Son 

You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was for your 

instruction, and you were led to become imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was with 

the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, in spite of the great opposition all 

round you. This has made you the great example to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia 

since it was from you that the word of the Lord started to spread – and not only 

throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith in God has spread 

everywhere. We do not need to tell other people about it: other people tell us how we 

started the work among you, how you broke with idolatry when you were converted to 

God and became servants of the real, living God; and how you are now waiting for Jesus, his 

Son, whom he raised from the dead, to come from heaven to save us from the retribution 

which is coming (1 Thessalonians 1:5-10). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: As we gather for Lectio Divina today, we witness an exchange between Jesus and 

the Pharisees. This passage might be one that we have read many times before. Yet it seems that 

the Lord requires us to read it again. And again. The words of Mark Twain come to mind:  ‘It ain’t 

those parts of the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me; it is the parts that I do understand.’ 

So, here and now, don’t just read about this exchange, enter into it. Let us attend not only to the 

words on the page, but to the very encounter. Imagine the surroundings, the body language, the 

conversation dynamic; notice the characters’ motives, listen to their words. What is it about this 

passage that is speaking to you here and now? 

It is in this reading that we find a command so potent, yet so simple. Take heed, brothers 

and sisters, because in this gospel passage, Our Lord and King is commanding you and me today.  

 

The commandments of love 

HEN THE PHARISEES heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together 

and, to disconcert him, one of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest 

commandment of the Law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 

commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. On 

these two commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also’ (Matthew 22:34-40). 

 

 

 

W 


