
The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
18 October 2020 

BBOT NICHOLAS will receive his Blessing from 

Bishop Declan on Saturday 7 November at 2 p.m. 

Covid restrictions mean that it will be a simple and quiet 

event. There will be a Mass of Blessing at which the Bishop 

will preside and which Abbots from other monasteries will 

concelebrate; the monks are sad that they can offer no 

refreshments to their guests before or after the Blessing. 

During the Blessing, the Bishop will present the Abbot with 

a copy of the Rule of St Benedict, a ring and a crozier. St 

Benedict reminds the Abbot that he ‘must fear God and 

keep the rule in everything he does; he can be sure beyond 

any doubt that he will have to give an account of all his 

judgments to God, the most just of judges’. The crozier is a 

sign that the Abbot is ‘to imitate the loving example of the 

Good Shepherd, who left the ninety-nine sheep in the 

mountains and went in search of the one sheep that had 

strayed.’ The ring indicates that the Abbot holds the role 

of Christ in his monastery, that he represents for his 

monks the Bridegroom who invites them to dwell with him 

forever in his Father’s house. ‘Therefore’, St Benedict says, 

‘the abbot must never teach or decree or command 

anything that would deviate from the Lord’s instructions’. 

 If you would like to attend the Blessing, please contact Dom Leo 

(domleo@downside.co.uk), who will arrange for you to receive an invitation. We hope that 

we will be able to welcome you among the necessarily restricted numbers. 

 

CAFOD: Thanks are owing to all who supported CAFOD’s appeal with their prayers and 

financial gifts. The contactless giving went well, and the Parish will be able to make a 

generous contribution to help those whose poverty makes the Covid pandemic an even 

greater burden. 

 

Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, Tony Porter and for David Smith from 
Keynsham, who is unwell in Paulton Hospital. 

A 

Abbot Antony of Egypt by the 

Master of Rubió 
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Martyrology: Thursday 22 October is the 

Optional Memorial of Pope St John Paul II. Karol 

Wojtyla was born in Wadowice, Poland, in 1920. 

His promising academic career at Kraków’s 

Jagiellonian University was cut short by the 

outbreak of World War II. Caught between the 

Nazis and the Communists, neither of which had 

respect for God, he attended an underground 

seminary and was ordained priest in 1946. He was 

fully involved in Vatican II. In 1964 he was 

appointed Archbishop of Kraków. The film Karol 

(1984) gives a powerful account of his life up to 

the moment of his election as Pope in 1978. The first non-Italian pope in 455 years, he 

promoted ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, especially the 1986 Day of Prayer for World 

Peace in Assisi. His 1979 visit to Poland encouraged the growth of the Solidarity movement 

that played a major role in the ending of Communist rule in Poland. He began World Youth 

Day. In 1983, he met Mehmet Ali Agca, who had shot him in an assassination attempt and 

forgave him. St John Paul II was canonized in 2014. Here is a thought from him: ‘Freedom 

consists not in doing what we like, but in having the right to do what we ought.’ 

 

Readings for the Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
First reading  

I have taken Cyrus by his right hand to subdue nations before him 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

whom he has taken by his right hand 

to subdue nations before him 

and strip the loins of kings, 

to force gateways before him 

that their gates be closed no more: 

‘It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, 

of Israel my chosen one, 

that I have called you by your name, 

conferring a title though you do not know me. 

I am the Lord, unrivalled; 

there is no other God besides me. 

Though you do not know me, I arm you 

that men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun 

that, apart from me, all is nothing’ (Isaiah 45:1,4-6). 

 

Second reading 

We constantly remember your faith, your love and your hope 

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in Thessalonika which is in God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

St John Paul II with Mehmet Ali Agca 



  We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for you all, and constantly 

remember before God our Father how you have shown your faith in action, worked for 

love and persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have been chosen, because when we 

brought the Good News to you, it came to you not only as words, but as power and as the 

Holy Spirit and as utter conviction (1 Thessalonians 1:1-5). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: Lectio is a time when we actively come face to face with our Creator. If God 

spoke the Word into being, then we, as God’s creation, are his living words. Since we 

bear his words, let us be prudent and responsible in how we represent God’s word. Are 

we examples of his living word, or do we live our lives ignorant of God’s call on our life? 

As you read Sunday’s gospel, I invite you to consider how you bear God’s word to the 

world. Is it something you have ever thought about, that you are a thought of God, that 

you belong to him? Think how magnificent that is! 

I invite you to ponder how much God has entrusted to you, and how you will 
respond to his word today. Will you call that friend that you have been too busy to talk 
to? Will you go to confession, after however long you have been fearful to go? Will you 
wake up tomorrow morning and instead of thinking how busy you will be that day, will 
you say a quick hello to Jesus and give that day to him? Let us acknowledge that we are 
his creatures and that we belong to him. How can we show that today?  
 

Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 

HE PHARISEES WENT AWAY to work out between them how to trap Jesus in what 

he said. And they sent their disciples to him, together with the Herodians, to say, 

‘Master, we know that you are an honest man and teach the way of God in an honest way, 

and that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us 

your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was aware of 

their malice and replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see the 

money you pay the tax with.’ They handed him a denarius, and he said, ‘Whose head is this? 

Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well, give back to Caesar 

what belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs to God.’ (Matthew 22:15-21) 

 

 

T 



 
The inscription reads Ti[berius] Caesar Divi Aug[usti] F[ilius] Augustus' ('Caesar Augustus Tiberius, son of the 

Divine Augustus'), claiming that after death Augustus had become a god. The reverse shows Augustus’s wife 

Livia as Pax. 


