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RATELLI TUTTI, Pope Francis’s 

New Encyclical: Pope Francis 

signed Fratelli Tutti (‘All are brethren’) 

after celebrating Mass in Assisi on 3 

October, the eve of the feast of St 

Francis. It was published on his feast day, 

the first papal encyclical to be signed 

outside Rome. The theme is fraternity 

and social friendship. It is addressed not 

just to Catholics, but also to all people, 

and is inspired by the Pope’s 

conversations with Ahmad al-Tayyeb, 

Grand Imam of al-Azhar, which resulted 

in their agreed Document on Human 

Fraternity. Beside St Francis, whose words make up the title of this encyclical, the Pope 

draws from non-Catholics such as Martin Luther King, Desmond Tutu, and Mahatma 

Gandhi. The encyclical is not comfortable reading. It is an impassioned condemnation of the 

increasing selfishness and division that Pope Francis sees besetting our world. Fratelli Tutti 

requires slow and prayerful reading. Chapter 2, which is a disturbing meditation on the 

parable of the Good Samaritan, gives us food for reflection and discussion. Chapters 3 and 4 

present the Pope's fundamental vision. ‘The spiritual stature of a person’s life is measured by 

love,’ he writes. This love must extend beyond family, tribe and nation to strangers, 

migrants and all people, drawing them into a social friendship that celebrates the worth of 

every person. These chapters show the foundations of Pope Francis's approach to humanity 

and its problems. Chapter 7 deals with reconciliation and peace building. We should see 

everyone as our brother and sister, and urge our representatives to help ensure that we 

treat them with kindness and respect. Finally, Chapter 8 speaks of the role of religion in 

building fraternity. This chapter will be especially useful for ecumenical and inter-religious 

conversations. The Pope condemns violence against women and human trafficking. His 

encyclical sees men and women as equal partners in dealing with the world’s problems. The 

encyclical encourages us all to look for solutions to growing social and economic exclusion, 

with its de-humanising consequences, to human trafficking, the marketing of human organs 

and tissues, the sexual exploitation of boys and girls, slave labour, including prostitution, the 

drug and weapons trade, terrorism and international organized crime. These are huge 

challenges for our world that involve us all; the Pope invites everyone into the conversation 

and decision-making processes that we need to meet them. As members of the world’s 

oldest, largest and most widespread community of faith, we need to listen with care to what 

the Pope is telling us and to respond courageously to what he asks of us. 

 

 

F 



Trip hazards in the Church: The BBC have been filming in 

the Abbey Church. When you come to Mass this Saturday and 

Sunday, you will find cables and other equipment in the nave. 

The stewards will help you find your way safely in and out, but 

please take extra care.  

Somer Valley Food Bank: OCTOBER NEEDS: Biscuits, Brown sauce, Corned beef, 

Instant mash, Ketchup, Macaroni cheese, Milk powder, Savoury snacks, Sponge puddings, 

Multi-purpose household cleaner, Toothbrushes (adults'), Toothpaste (children's).  

A huge THANK YOU for your ongoing generosity and support. 

 

CAFOD Harvest Fast Day Collection: This weekend our parish is marking CAFOD’s 

Family Fast Day to help people facing the worst of the coronavirus crisis. Please pray for all 

those affected and give as generously as you can by contactless donation or by using the 

CAFOD second collection box after Mass. Caroline Lane will have a contactless device to 

accept your donations by card, as you leave Mass this weekend (10/11 October). Or you 

can donate online at cafod.org.uk/give  You can also give easily via text. Text CAFOD to 

70085 to donate £10. 

Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message and you’ll be opting in to hear more about our work 

and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If you’d like to give £10 but do not wish to receive 

marketing communications, text CAFODNOINFO to 70085.  

Please look at the CAFOD video for the Coronavirus appeal either at:  

Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/453718072/66db9d386d or  

YouTube: https://youtu.be/5GagOhIBb8Y 

As not everyone can get to church, CAFOD is offering something different this year - 

A Harvest Like No Other.  We are coming together as a big community online with something 

for everyone.  If you would like to join one of these on-line events, you would be welcome. 

Sunday 11 October, 10am 

Children’s liturgy live Harvest special. This harvest, come together in prayer, praise and song 

with other families and a very special guest from Sierra Leone. 

Register to join us 

Sunday 11 October, 7pm-8pm 

Healing the World: An evening of prayer and reflection with Bishop John Arnold 

Join us for an hour of prayer and reflection with Rt Rev John Arnold Bishop of Salford and 

Chair of CAFOD’s Board of Trustees, in the last of our Harvest like no other events.  Bishop 

John will reflect on the lessons of Pope Francis’s new catechesis, Healing the World, and 

consider the significance of the highly anticipated new encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, for our global 

family. 

Register to join us. 

Martyrology: Friday 16 October is the commemoration of SS Martinianus et Saturianus. 

They were African slaves in the fifth century. Together with their two brothers, they were 

converted to Christianity by Maxima, a fellow slave, at a time when the Arian Genseric was 

persecuting orthodox Christians. They were subjected to terrible tortures, being beaten by 

knotted clubs. Next, they were exiled among the Mauri. Here, because they in their turn 

converted others to faith in Christ, they were condemned to death by dragging behind a 

http://cafod.org.uk/give
https://vimeo.com/453718072/66db9d386d
https://youtu.be/5GagOhIBb8Y
https://www.bigmarker.com/cafod/Children-s-liturgy-Sunday-11-October
https://www.bigmarker.com/cafod/Prayer


chariot. Maxima, who also suffered many torments, eventually died peacefully in a 

monastery. These saints are not well known today, but we should remember their steadfast 

love of Christ with gratitude. 

 

Readings for the Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 

First Reading 

The Lord will prepare a banquet for every nation 

On this mountain, 

the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples 

a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, 

of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 

On this mountain he will remove 

the mourning veil covering all peoples, 

and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 

he will destroy Death for ever. 

The Lord will wipe away 

the tears from every cheek; 

he will take away his people’s shame 

everywhere on earth, 

for the Lord has said so. 

That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 

in whom we hoped for salvation; 

the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 

We exult and we rejoice 

that he has saved us; 

for the hand of the Lord 

rests on this mountain (Isaiah 25:6-10). 

 

Second Reading 

With the help of the One who gives me strength, there is nothing I cannot 

master 

I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I have been through my initiation 

and now I am ready for anything anywhere: full stomach or empty stomach, poverty or 

plenty. There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who gives me strength. 

All the same, it was good of you to share with me in my hardships. In return my God will 

fulfil all your needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only God can. Glory to God, our Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen (Philippians 4:12-14,19-20). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: Today we read a parable of a wedding feast. The parables can be challenging. Jesus 

deliberately challenged and disturbed his listeners. Somehow, today, across two millennia, we are 

united with the people to whom Jesus first told this parable. Just as they had misgivings, we have 

misgivings. Just as they had hope or scepticism, belief or disbelief, so do we.  



Isaiah 25 and Psalm 23 can illuminate our Lectio Divina today. Psalm 23 promises a cup 

overflowing with blessings, a feast which is being prepared in ‘the presence of my enemies’; Isaiah 

prophesies ‘a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, of succulent food, of well-strained 

wines’. In all these readings, God’s abundance is compared with a great feast, a feast that God the 

Father – King of all Creation – is preparing for us. He who is the Creator has humbled himself to 

become our host, to think of our needs as guests. We are called to join the feast. How can we 

respond faithfully and joyfully? Mt 22:1-14 

 

Invite everyone you can to the wedding 

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests and elders 

of the people in parables: ‘The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who gave a feast for 

his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call 

those who had been invited, but they would not 

come. Next he sent some more servants. “Tell 

those who have been invited” he said “that I have 

my banquet all prepared, my oxen and fattened 

cattle have been slaughtered, everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding.” But they were not 

interested: one went off to his farm, another to 

his business, and the rest seized his servants, 

maltreated them and killed them. The king was 

furious. He despatched his troops, destroyed 

those murderers and burnt their town. Then he 

said to his servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited proved to be 

unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and invite everyone you can find to the 

wedding.” So these servants went out on to the roads and collected together everyone they 

could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled with guests. When the king 

came in to look at the guests he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding garment, 

and said to him, “How did you get in here, my friend, without a wedding garment?” And the 

man was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot and throw 

him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” For many are 

called, but few are chosen.’ 

 

 


