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VERY SO OFTEN the Bishop sends a 

letter to the clergy of his diocese called an 

Ad Clerum. In this September’s Ad Clerum 

Bishop Declan encourages his clergy, saying 

that, ‘In a time of uncertainty we can 

sometime s be disheartened but we believe 

that the power of the Holy spirit enkindles 

within us the fire of God’s love.’ Good news 

for the diocese is that Thomas Lawes will be 

ordained for the priesthood at 11 a.m. on 

Saturday 26 September in the Cathedral. His 

Excellency Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti has been appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Great 

Britain. Previously he was Nuncio to the Ukraine. The Pontifical Council for Promoting New 

Evangelization has issued a new Directory for Catechesis. Among the new issues tackled by the 

2020 directory are bioethics, sex and gender, care for creation, and the death penalty. The 

Directory is a substantial volume but will repay careful reading. The Catholic Truth Society 

have issued a printed version (£14.95) and you should find a PDF version on line. 

 

A message from the Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Many of you have 

been asking for more information about the closure of the monastery and its impact on the 

Parish. To this end, I met with Abbot Nicholas, on Monday 7 September and discussed the 

way ahead. 

First, Abbot Nicholas gave an assurance that the Parish can continue to use the 
Abbey Church whilst the Covid-19 restrictions make the use of St Benedict’s impractical. 

This allays the concern that the school might displace the Parish Mass at 11.00 a.m. on 

Sundays. When asked about the time scale of closing the monastery, Abbot Nicholas 

explained that moving to another monastery was the most likely course of action and that 

this involved exploring the idea with several other communities. With the restrictions of the 

pandemic, visiting other communities, and their visiting Downside, was difficult and could 

take some considerable time. In addition, many other arrangements need to be in place 

before the move can happen. 

The question of the Parish Priest – who it might be and where he might come from 

– will be resolved when the nature and timing of the move from Downside has been agreed. 

With the monastery now clearly separated from the school, it is also time to make a 

clear separation between the monastery and the parish. The financial implications of this are 

being worked on, and there will be involvement of parishioners in a finance committee and 

the appointment of a Parish Treasurer. 

Of course, there are still many questions that cannot yet be answered. Abbot 

Nicholas has assured me that we will be informed as things move ahead.  

Peter Beaven (Chairman PPC) 

 

 

E 



Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, Tony Porter and for David Smith from 

Keynsham, who is unwell in Paulton Hospital. 

 

Pat Huddle died on 7 September. Her funeral will take place on Tuesday 15 September at 

11 a.m. at St Benedict’s. May she rest in the peace of Christ. 

 

Second Collection for the Holy 

Places for Palestine: The Holy See 

requests that we have a second 

collection for the Holy Places in 

Palestine. This is especially important this 

year as the Christian community in 

Palestine depends on the support of 

Christians and pilgrims from all around 

the world. During the COVID19 pandemic that support has largely been cut off. If we do 

not support our Christian brethren in Palestine, the Holy Places will become museums and 

the living stones, the Christian communities who worship and work in them, will not be 

there to welcome future generations. 

 

Martyrology: Monday 14 September is the Feast of the Exaltation 

of the Holy Cross. It recalls three events: 

1. The finding of the true cross by St Helena, the mother of 

the emperor Constantine 

2. The dedication of churches built by Constantine on the site 

of the Holy Sepulchre and Mount Calvary 

3. The restoration of the true cross to Jerusalem by the 

emperor Haraclius 11. 

This Feast celebrates the holy cross as the instrument of our 

salvation. The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, which 

brought death to Adam and Eve when they took and ate its fruit in 

disobedience to God, has become for us the Tree of Life through 

the obedience of Jesus Christ and Mary, his Mother. Tuesday 15 

September is the closely related Memoria of Our Lady of Sorrows 

 

 

 

Readings for the Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year (A) 
 

First reading 

Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you; and when you pray, your sins will 

be forgiven 

Resentment and anger, these are foul things, 

and both are found with the sinner. 

He who exacts vengeance will experience the vengeance of the Lord, 

who keeps strict account of sin. 

El Greco, 1597-1600 



Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, 

and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven. 

If a man nurses anger against another, 

can he then demand compassion from the Lord? 

Showing no pity for a man like himself, 

can he then plead for his own sins? 

Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment; 

who will forgive him his sins? 

Remember the last things, and stop hating, 

remember dissolution and death, and live by the commandments. 

Remember the commandments, and do not bear your neighbour ill-will; 

remember the covenant of the Most High, and overlook the offence (Ecclesiasticus 27:33-

28:9). 

 

Second reading   

Alive or dead, we belong to the Lord 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the Lord; 

and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This explains 

why Christ both died and came to life: it was so that he might be Lord both of the dead and 

of the living (Romans 14:7-9). 

 

Gospel  

Motivation: As you listen to this Gospel today, I invite you to listen sincerely, from your heart. 

Right now, you are being brought before God. How does it feel to come before his throne? As you 

stand in the presence of the Almighty, you may become aware of your weaknesses, where you have 

failed to live up to his standards. Trust in the Lord, that when you cry out for forgiveness, he feels 

your pain and, moved by compassion, has mercy on you and sets you free. Not only does God grant 

us what we ask, but gives us even more through his boundless love. I invite you to focus on God's 

perfect example of love in this Gospel today. What does it say to you? What do you want to ask of 

God? How will you respond? 

 

To be forgiven, you must forgive 

ETER WENT UP TO JESUS and said, 

‘Lord, how often must I forgive my 

brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven 

times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, 

but seventy-seven times.  

‘And so the kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to a king who decided to settle 

his accounts with his servants. When the 

reckoning began, they brought him a man 

who owed ten thousand talents; but he had 

no means of paying, so his master gave 

orders that he should be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw 

himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” 

P 



And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. 

Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one 

hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what you 

owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time 

and I will pay you.” But the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into 

prison till he should pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw 

what had happened, and they went to their master and reported the whole affair to him. 

Then the master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of 

yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow 

servant just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the 

torturers till he should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with 

you unless you each forgive your brother from your heart’ (Matthew 18:21-35). 

 

As helpful preparation for this Gospel listen to Dr Brant Pitre at: 

https://youtu.be/LR53e9MP0O8  

 

 

 

U I O G D 

https://youtu.be/LR53e9MP0O8

