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N SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER, we will be celebrating two Feasts, neither of which is 
well known. One is the Feast of the Holy Name of Mary. Catholics revere her name 

because of her ineffable love for Jesus and because she is Mother of our Redeemer. For 
many, her name is the last we utter in this world: ‘Jesus mercy, Mary help.’ The power of 
Mary’s name is known in a special way to all involved in the healing and deliverance 
ministries. Let us ask Our Lady’s help with confidence. Secondly, September 12 is the Feast 
of the Dedication of our wonderful Abbey Church, consecrated on this day in 1935. On this 
Feast, we light a candle at each of the twelve consecration crosses that remind us that we 
are members of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, as well as the Temple of the Holy Spirit that 
rests upon the foundation stones of the twelve Apostles. This day is not a vague formality, 
but a true moment of thanksgiving. How many have come here to seek grace, help and 
encouragement. Those of all faiths and of none have never left without solace, hope and the 
sense of God’s abiding love. The Abbey Church is indeed an awesome and holy House, filled 
with angels and with Our Saviour’s real Presence. It is a special pleasure for the monks to 
share this day and this building with all our parishioners and friends in these uncertain times. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
 
The Season of Creation: This ecumenical season, dedicated to prayer for the protection 
of creation and the promotion of sustainable lifestyles, runs from the beginning of 
September until 4 October, the feast of St Francis of Assisi.  

Throughout August’s newsletters, we have given you all nine prayers of the Novena 
to St Francis of Assisi, so now you can join us in praying the Novena from today. Or you 
could pray it in the nine days leading up to Saint Francis' feast on 4 October at the end of 
the Season of Creation. These prayers are based on Saint Francis' Canticle of the Sun and 
guide us to care for the earth and our most vulnerable brothers and sisters.  

O 



Pope Francis has established 1 September as the World 
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, encouraging the 
Catholic community around the world to pray for our 
common home. The day is inspired by Pope Francis' 
landmark encyclical Laudato Si’, which calls on ‘every 
person living on this planet’ to care for our shared Earth. 
He calls us all to celebrate this opportune moment to 
‘reaffirm [our] personal vocation to be stewards of 
creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork 
which he has entrusted to our care, and to implore his 
help for the protection of creation, as well as his pardon 
for the sins committed against the world in which we 
live.’ There are many simple ways to respond to Pope 
Francis’ call to care for the gift of God’s creation – why 

not take some time out of your day to walk in your local 
park or take a few moments to thank God for the 
flowers growing in your garden? 
 
Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 
Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, Tony Porter and for David Smith from 
Keynsham, who is unwell in Paulton Hospital. 
 
Fr Bill returns to SS Peter & Paul: Fr Bill McLoughlin is now able to return to the 
Parish of St Peter and Paul, Entry Hill, Bath. The Bishop has written to say that the 
allegations made against Fr Bill have proven to be malicious. He asks that we keep him in 
our prayers after such a distressing experience. 
 
Carla Waters: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Carla Waters, who died on 
September 3 at her home in Italy. Carla was well known to many and revered by her Italian 
pupils. 
 
Mass Readings for the Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
First Reading 
If you do not speak to the wicked man, I will hold you responsible for his death 
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘Son of man, I have appointed you as 
sentry to the House of Israel. When you hear a word from my mouth, warn them in my 
name. If I say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to die, and you do not speak to 
warn the wicked man to renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, but I will hold you 
responsible for his death. If, however, you do warn a wicked man to renounce his ways and 
repent, and he does not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you yourself will have saved 
your life’ (Ezekiel 33:7-9). 
 
Second Reading 
Your only debt should be the debt of mutual love 
Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual love. If you love your fellow men you 
have carried out your obligations. All the commandments: You shall not commit adultery, you 
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shall not kill, you shall not steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are summed up in this single 
command: You must love your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one thing that cannot hurt 
your neighbour; that is why it is the answer to every one of the commandments (Romans 
13:8-10). 
 
Gospel 
Motivation: I invite you to take a moment to notice the people you are praying with this week. 
You may be meeting them for the first time today, or have known them for quite some time 
already. Why are they here now, with you? What has brought you all together? 

The Gospel we are about to hear is being realised in our situation here today. You are here, 
all of you have joined this Lectio session to listen. I encourage you to listen attentively to the Lord so 
that you may pierce through to the heart of the passage and encounter the great Love that awaits 
you there. It is all about love! 

How will this love renew you today? Inspire you? Encourage you? Where do you need this 
love in the situations of your life? Prepare your heart now to encounter love in the Word of God… 
 
If your brother listens to you, you have won back your brother 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out with 
him alone, between your two selves. If he listens to you, you have won back your brother. If 
he does not listen, take one or two others along with you: the evidence of two or three 
witnesses is required to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to 
the community; and if he refuses to listen to the community, treat him like a pagan or a tax 
collector. 

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; 
whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven. 

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it 
will be granted to you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, I 
shall be there with them’ (Matthew 18:15-20). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


