
The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
30 August 2020 

N WEDNESDAY 26 AUGUST the Downside monastic 

community elected Dom Nicholas Wetz, a monk of Belmont 

who has been leading them as their Prior Administrator for these 

last two years, as their Abbot. This is always an important moment 

of renewal in the life of a monastic community. The monks are glad 

to have as their Abbot a man they have come to know well and to 

appreciate during his time with them as Prior Administrator. Abbot 

Nicholas has a love of the monks’ pastoral work and of the parishes 

that they serve. Accordingly, he wishes to inform the parishioners of 

St Benedict’s of an important decision that the monastic community 

has reached. 

Letter to St Benedict’s Parish from Abbot Nicholas: 

Dear St Benedict’s Parishioners, 

The separation of Downside Abbey and Downside School in September 2019 has enabled 

the Monastic Community to concentrate on discerning their future. They have now 

unanimously decided to make a new start and to seek a new place to live in. They have 

elected me as Abbot to lead them in the renewal of their monastic calling and to find their 

new home. 

The last six years have given the monks time to reflect with sorrow on failures in the 

care for children entrusted to them and to discern their Community’s future. With fewer 

monks and changing circumstances, the current monastery buildings are no longer suitable 

for us. 

The Community and I recognise the importance of taking some time to find a new 

place and to formulate a plan for this move. Whilst this announcement will undoubtedly be a 

cause of concern for you as parishioners, the Community wishes to reassure everyone that 

there are no plans to relinquish the parish of St Benedict’s. Indeed Bishop Declan is keen 

that the Benedictine presence continues in Stratton-on-the-Fosse after the Community 

eventually leaves the monastery. 

We will need to listen to the interests of all associated with the monastery whilst 

also securing the future care of Downside’s Abbey Church, Library and Archives. The newly 

independent Downside School will continue to provide Benedictine education in Stratton-

on-the-Fosse. 

It is helpful to remember that the Benedictine community of St Gregory the Great 

began in 1606 in Douai in the Spanish Netherlands and has moved twice in its history, first 

to Acton Burnell in Shropshire in 1795 and then here to Stratton-on-the-Fosse in 1814. The 

monks now ask for your prayers and support as they embark on this third move in their 

history to seek afresh the will of God for their Benedictine life and mission. 

In Christ, 

Nicholas Wetz 

Abbot of Downside 
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Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes, Tony Porter and for David Smith from 

Keynsham, who is unwell in Paulton Hospital. 

 

Private Prayer in St Benedict’s: We will discontinue most of the times for private 

prayer in St Benedict’s as the small number of parishioners attending the sessions has fallen 

away. There will be a Monday session at 6 p.m on Monday 7 September and Monday 14 

September in case anyone would like to come then. 

 It has been encouraging to see so many coming to Mass on Saturdays and Sundays. 

We have well over a hundred parishioners attending the two Masses. 

 

Mass Collections: We give for information the record of recent Mass collections. These 

do not include the direct debit payments we regularly receive. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

26 July £173.07 

2 August £232.20 

9 August £263.70 

16 August £109.00 

23 August £236.40 

 

CAFOD Novena to St Francis: This week we conclude our Novena based on St 

Francis’s Canticle of the Sun. 

 

Eighth prayer: Peace 

‘Blessed are those who endure in peace, 

by you Most High, they will be crowned.’ (St Francis of Assisi) 

 

‘We want to support a culture of peace and respect –  

not violence and violation.’ (Final document, Amazon Synod, 2019) 

 

REATOR GOD,  

we give you thanks  

for those who work for peace  

and dignity for all your children.  

 

Brother Francis,  

you came to heal, not harm the world. 

You showed us how to live as one. 

St Francis, pray for us. 

 

Ninth prayer: Creation 

‘Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, 

all praise is yours, all glory, honour and 

blessings. 

To you alone, Most High, do they belong.’ (St Francis of Assisi) 

 

‘Let us sing as we go.  

May our struggles and our concern for this planet 
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never take away the joy of our hope.’ (Pope Francis, Laudato Si’) 

 

REATOR GOD,  

we praise your world 

and look with awe on all that is. 

May we commit to heal the earth 

and share your gifts in faith and trust. 

 

Brother Francis, in purity of heart 

you gazed upon the world with love.  

We ask you joyfully to intercede for us,  

As guardians of our common home. 

St Francis, pray for us. 

 

Clerk to the Governing Body of Downside School: Downside School wishes to 

recruit a Clerk who will work closely with and report to the Chair of Governors. The role 

will include organising and taking minutes at Governors’ meetings, maintaining records, and 

ensuring that procedures and protocols promote good governance. 

The successful candidate will be highly proficient in written English, well organised, 

computer literate and able to work in a confidential environment with a high level of 

integrity.  Some legal experience would be an advantage, but not essential.  

For further information, please either visit the 'working with us' page on the Downside 

School website (www.downside.co.uk) or contact Michelle Heywood, Human Resources 

Advisor at hr@downside.co.uk. 

  Closing date for applications: Tuesday 22nd September 2020 (Midnight). 
Interviews will be held on Monday 5th October 2020. 

Downside School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful applicant will 

be DBS checked. We strive to be an equal opportunities employer. 

Registered Company No. 11751009 and Registered Charity No: 1184700 

 

Martyrology: Friday 4 September is the Memoria of St 

Cuthbert of Lindisfarne in whose honour our church in 

Holcombe was dedicated. Cuthbert (c. 634-87) became a 

monk at Melrose and later founded a monastery at Ripon, 

returning to Melrose to become its Abbot. He undertook 

regular missionary journeys. When he became Prior at 

Lindisfarne he won the Celtic community over to the 

Roman discipline. A great lover of solitude and of animals, 

he is still affectionately remembered in the locality. He 

was made Bishop of Hexham but withdrew to Lindisfarne. 

Sea otters are said to have kept him company on his 

nights of vigilant prayer. 

 

ConversingCare: If you are struggling and need a chat … you can talk to a 

ConversingCare volunteer. Anyone who is 18 or over, living in the UK, and struggling with 
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St Cuthber's feet being warmed by otters. 
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problems of health or wellbeing can get in touch. www.ConversingCare.org/ e-mail: 

chat@conversingcare.org 

 

Mass Readings for the Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

First Reading 

You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let myself be seduced; 

you have overpowered me: you were the stronger. 

I am a daily laughing-stock, 

everybody’s butt. 

Each time I speak the word, I have to howl 

and proclaim: ‘Violence and ruin!’ 

The word of the Lord has meant for me 

insult, derision, all day long. 

I used to say, ‘I will not think about him, 

I will not speak in his name any more.’ 

Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart, 

imprisoned in my bones. 

The effort to restrain it wearied me, 

I could not bear it (Jeremiah 20:7-9).  

 

Second Reading 

Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, and worship him, I beg you, in a way that is worthy of 

thinking beings, by offering your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to God. Do 

not model yourselves on the behaviour of the world around you, but let your behaviour 

change, modelled by your new mind. This is the only way to discover the will of God and 

know what is good, what it is that God wants, what is the perfect thing to do (Romans 12:1-

2). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: In this Sunday’s Gospel we 

come before God as ourselves, our human 

selves – as we do every week – with our 

human problems, human obstacles, human 

challenges. How willing are we to abandon 

these before the feet of Christ? As we 

attend to this Gospel, how truly ready are 

we to offer up our worries to God, to let go 

of the things that limit us? God invites us to 

cast aside these worries - not to forget 

them, but to defeat them. This brief 

narrative of Jesus’ path towards his ultimate 

sacrifice shows his ability to overcome his 

worries and encourages us to do the same. 

We are not invited to see this Gospel as yet 

another series of events, or a foretelling of what is to come. Instead, ask to understand what it has 

to say to your life at this moment. How does Christ want you to come before him today? What 

challenges or thoughts of this world are separating you from union with God? 

Fra Angelico, The Last Judgement, c. 1435-1440 

http://www.conversingcare.org/


 

ESUS BEGAN TO MAKE IT CLEAR to his disciples that he was destined to go to 

Jerusalem and suffer grievously at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, to 

be put to death and to be raised up on the third day. Then, taking him aside, Peter started 

to remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven preserve you, Lord;’ he said ‘this must not happen to 

you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my 

path, because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’ 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him 

renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life 

will lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it. What, then, will a man gain 

if he wins the whole world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in exchange for his 

life? 

‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and, 

when he does, he will reward each one according to his behaviour’ (Matthew 16:21-27). 
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