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HIS WEEK, it seems, there are no fresh regulations to which we need to respond, and 

so we can take the opportunity of surveying a wider prospect. 

 

The Pastoral Conversion of the Parish 

Community in the Service of the 

Evangelizing Mission of the Church: A 

document with this title was issued in 

Rome by the Congregation for the 

Clergy on 29 June 2020. Called an 

instruction, it is not long, but it comes, 

we could say, from head office, where 

the needs of the Church throughout 

our rapidly changing world are being 

considered. There are in it a few important points for us all to notice, especially as it focuses 

on the parish, that precious community in which we encounter Christ in his Sacraments and 

become ourselves the Church’s living stones.  The task we share as members of our Parish 

is to proclaim the Gosple to all those we encounter. Parishes, along with many other 

Church institutions, have to change as different needs and challenges appear, but this recent 

instruction aims at making these changes as helpful as possible and at avoiding pitfalls. 

The document reminds us that the members of Christ’s People respond to God’s 

call in various ways and, as a result, assume in the Church ministries, assignments, or simple 

tasks for the good of all. It is the People of God, therefore, who evangelize, each member 

according to his or her proper vocation, state in life, and concrete circumstances. It is 

helpful to reflect on the definition of a Parish given in the Code of Canon Law (can. 515, §1): 

it is ‘a certain community of Christ’s faithful’, made up of people with a diversity of 

vocations, such as priests, deacons, consecrated persons, laypeople, associations and 

families, all of whom participate in various ways in the exercise of pastoral care, which is 

entrusted to a Parish Priest as its proper pastor. 

The instruction reminds us that in the Church ‘there is a place for all and all can find 

their place’. It asks us to avoid certain possible extremes, such as the clericalization of the 

laity and the secularisation of the clergy, or from regarding permanent deacons as ‘half-

priests’ or a ‘super laymen’. The Parish community is often the first place of personal human 

encounter that the poor have with the face of the Church. With their gaze fixed upon them, 

the Parish community evangelises and is evangelised by the poor, discovering anew the call 

to preach the Word in all settings, whilst recalling the supreme law of charity, by which we 

shall all be judged. 

The instruction has been prepared to help with pastoral choices, some of which 

pastors have already introduced, and the People of God have already experienced. Its aim is 

to contribute to the evaluation of such choices, to correct and rethink them where 

necessary. The intention is to improve upon the journey undertaken thus far, by 

harmonizing particular law with universal law, while at the same time laying the foundations 

for a future path for pastoral care. 
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Given that the Church is mandated by Christ to be missionary, evangelizing, and 

outward-looking, a reform of her structures is continuously required in order to respond to 

the challenges of the day. Naturally, this involves a certain reorganization in the way the 

pastoral care of the faithful is exercised, so as to foster a greater co-responsibility and 

collaboration among all the baptized. 

At the same time, the vision of the Parish community and the pastoral care proposed 

by the Magisterium of the Church—from the Second Vatican Council to the teaching of 

Pope Francis, contained in canonical norms—frequently comes to be considered as a mere 

opinion, at the discretion of an individual Bishop or group, often with interpretations that 

are improper for the life of a community and the ministry of Pastors. One may easily think 

of two commonplace extremes: one the one hand there is the Parish where the Parish 

Priest and other priests take care of everything and decide everything themselves, relegating 

the other members of the community to a marginal role, at most as executors, carrying out 

the directives of the clergy; on the other, there is a sort of ‘democratic’ vision, in which the 

Parish no longer has a Pastor, but simply functionaries – clerical and lay – who manage its 

different aspects in a way often described as ‘corporate’. 

In addition to the Parish community being determined solely on a territorial basis 

and clearly distinct from neighbouring communities, the instruction also seeks to foster and 

promote a pastoral closeness, and cooperation between different Parish communities. As 

dioceses establish new pastoral regions or units, together with the consequent union or 

suppression of Parishes, this instruction offers Bishops and their collaborators, clerics and 

laity, the pastoral and canonical tools to work together for the greater good of the ecclesial 

community. 

In order for such restructuring to succeed, it is necessary to take some time to 

respect the history, traditions, and the life of different communities. ‘To be part of the 

people is to be part of a common identity, made up of social and cultural ties’, as Pope 

Francis recalled. Thus, dropping plans upon the People of God from above, without their 

involvement, should be avoided. Instead, such proposals should proceed gradually, with 

patience and prudence; a preliminary consultation should be carried out, including a detailed 

and competent study of the situation, where different approaches are put to a trial period 

to test their effectiveness, before arriving at a definitive decision that is balanced and already 

proven in the field, in a way that does not create a rupture in the life of the community. 

For this reason, the Congregation for the Clergy, as requested ‘by not a few 

Bishops’, has felt the need to furnish an instrument with which to support and accompany 

the various projects of Parish reform and diocesan restructuring, some of which are already 

underway, whilst others are at the planning stage. The intention herein is not to stifle 

genuine reform through a ‘one size fits all’ uniform approach, but rather to ensure that as a 

Church we go forward together, Pastors and the People of God, under the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit. (If you would like to study the whole document, which gives detailed guidance 

for parishes, you can find it on the Vatican Website: 

http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/07/20/200720a.html 

  

Please pray for Thomas Price, who is to be baptized on 22 August. 

http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/07/20/200720a.html


Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes and for David Smith from Keynsham, 

who is unwell in Paulton Hospital. 

 

Our prayers are also requested for Bishop Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells, who is 

in hospital undergoing chemotherapy for acute myeloid leukaemia. 

The Novena to St Francis for a world under threat 

Fourth prayer: Water 

‘We praise you, Lord, for Sister Water, so useful, humble, precious and pure.’ (St Francis of 

Assisi) 

‘Now they even want to take our rivers, which have been ours forever.’ 

(Rusbel Castornoque, Kukama people, Peruvian Amazon) 

 

REATOR GOD, from your gift of 

water flows all life,  

yet we pollute your clear springs. 

Forgive us, as the earth cries out. 

St Francis, you drank deeply 

from Christ’s living water. 

May we, like you, live simply 

and prize the good things of the earth. 

St Francis, pray for us. 

Fifth prayer: Fire 

‘We praise you, Lord, for Brother Fire, 

through whom you light the night. 

He is beautiful, playful, robust, and 

strong.’ (St Francis of Assisi) 

‘The gift we have received is a fire, a 

burning love for God and for our brothers and sisters.’ (Pope Francis, homily, 6 October 

2019) 

 

REATOR GOD, your flames blaze yet leave us whole.  

But our fires destroy at reckless speed; great forests fall beneath our feet.  

Forgive us for our part in this. 

St Francis, you loved wild places, the trees and all their birds within.  

May we protect each blade of grass, be mindful of each breath of air. 

St Francis, pray for us. 

If you would like to see the video versions of these prayers please visit cafod.org/novena.  

 

Readings for the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
First Reading 

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman adorned with the sun 

The sanctuary of God in heaven opened and the ark of the covenant could be seen inside it. 

C 

C 

The Ecstasy of St Francis by Giovanni Bellini, 1475-1480 

http://cafod.org/novena


Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on the 

moon, and with the twelve stars on her head for a crown. She was pregnant, and in labour, 

crying aloud in the pangs of childbirth. Then a second sign appeared in the sky, a huge red 

dragon which had seven heads and ten horns, and each of the seven heads crowned with a 

coronet. Its tail dragged a third of the stars from the sky and dropped them to the earth, 

and the dragon stopped in front of the woman as she was having the child, so that he could 

eat it as soon as it was born from its mother. The woman brought a male child into the 

world, the son who was to rule all the nations with an iron sceptre, and the child was taken 

straight up to God and to his throne, while the woman escaped into the desert, where God 

had made a place of safety ready. 

  Then I heard a voice shout from heaven, ‘Victory and power and empire for ever have 

been won by our God, and all authority for his Christ’ (Apocalypse 11: 19; 12: 1-6, 10). 

 

Second Reading 

Christ will be brought to life as the first-fruits and then those who belong to him 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death 

came through one man and in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come through 

one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of 

them in their proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the coming of Christ, 

those who belong to him. After that will come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to 

God the Father, having done away with every sovereignty, authority and power. For he 

must be king until he has put all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies to be 

destroyed is death, for everything is to be put under his feet (1 Corinthians 15: 20-26). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the 

Assumption, a celebration of the unity of our Holy Mother 

Mary with God in heaven. Through Mary, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Word of God, came to live among us on earth 

and we come to meet this Word in Lectio again today. 

Will we be like Mary and say 'Yes' to God today? 

As we read this Gospel, let us be filled with the 

joy that comes from being face-to-face with our Saviour, 

the one who created us perfect and frees us from our sin 

so that we too may be one with him. Following the 

example of this strong woman, our humble Queen of 

Heaven who believed in God's Word, may we accept 

God's Word for us today. Let us open ourselves up to this 

Word now so that God may make us perfect in humility, 

so that we may serve God in our neighbours in need, 

witness to his Word and praise his holy name through the 

life that he gives us. 

 

The Almighty has done great things for me 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She 

went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s 



greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a 

loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the 

moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is 

she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ 

  And Mary said: 

‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 

because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 

Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Almighty has done great things for me. 

Holy is his name, 

and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 

He has shown the power of his arm, 

he has routed the proud of heart. 

He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. 

The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. 

He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy 

– according to the promise he made to our ancestors – 

of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home (Luke 1: 39-56). 

 

This newsletter is available on the Downside Abbey Website in the section 

dedicated to our parishes. You can also receive it by email, if you like. Just let 

Dom Leo know (domleo@downside.co.uk). 

 

U.I.O.G.D. 
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