
The Eighteenth Sunday of the Year (A) 
2nd August 2020 

 

Please note that from Saturday 8th August it will be required, by law, to wear a face mask in 

places of worship. 

 

N ADDITION TO OUR REGULAR MASS TIMES, there are now scheduled opportunities 

for Confession: 

Abbey Church: 10.30 – 11.00 a.m. on Sunday morning. Confessions will be heard in Holy 

Angels, the second side chapel with a wooden screen on the left of the high altar as you face 

the sanctuary. 

The Church of the Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton: Fr Michael will hear confessions on Saturday 

mornings at 10.00 a.m. 

 

Mass times: 

Saturday in the Abbey Church 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday in the Abbey Church 11.00 a.m. 

Tuesday Mass in the Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton, 9.45 a.m. 

 

Opening times in St Benedict’s Church for private prayer are: 

Monday 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 10 a.m. – 11a.m. and 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Friday 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

Saturday 10.30 a.m. – 11 a.m.  

If you are coming regularly to Sunday Mass, you do not need to contact Dom Leo each 

week. However, if you have not yet been, he does need your contact details in case you 

need alerting over a case of Covid19 connected with Mass (domleo@downside.co.uk). 

Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan and Arthur Haynes 

 

Paddy Barron died on Saturday 

25 July. His funeral to be 

arranged. Please pray for the 

repose of his soul and for the 

consolation of his family. 

 

Please pray for Thomas Price, 

who is to be baptized on August 

22 at St Benedict’s. 

 

Novena to Saint Francis: CAFOD invites us to make a Novena to St Francis for a world 

under threat. It will consist of nine brief reflections, asking St Francis of Assisi to pray for 

us and our world, based on his beautiful Canticle of the Sun. This novena is a song of 

penitence and praise, guiding us to care for the earth and for our most vulnerable sisters 
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and brothers, especially the Amazon peoples. They are currently under grave risk from 

coronavirus, given their fragile situation, often in remote locations far from government 

services. Communities with whom CAFOD works are reporting a sharp increase 

in predatory attacks on land. People smugglers are also active and those being trafficked are 

in more danger than ever, having no access to healthcare. The pandemic shows us that ‘we 

have not heard the cry of the poor and our seriously ill planet’ warns Pope Francis, 

describing this as ‘a time to choose what matters and what passes away’ (Urbi et Orbi, 2020). 

Each reflection has four phases: Canticle; Amazon voice; penitential prayer; plea for 

intercession. 

First prayer: Sun 

‘We praise you, Lord, for all your creatures,  

especially for Brother Sun, 

who is the day through whom you give us light’ (St 

Francis of Assisi). 

‘I dream that this Amazon, so beautiful and diverse, a gift 

from God, this earth which gives life, our mother, is not 

transformed into a desert’ (Fr.Henri de Roziers, Pastoral 

Land Commission, Brazil). 

Creator God, 

We are nourished by your radiance 

Forgive us for the harm we cause your earth, 

the heat and drought unleashed by climate change. 

St Francis, you loved our sacred world,  

you praised God ceaselessly  

for his dazzling creation. 

May we learn from your example. 

St Francis Pray for us 

Over the next month we will be sending you the 

remaining prayers of the Novena. If you prefer you can also 

view a video of the first prayer online at cafod.org.uk 

 

 

Martyrology: Thursday 6 August is the Feast of the Transfiguration. This recalls the 

moment when Jesus took Peter, James and John up the mountain to join him in prayer.  

While there, they had an extraordinary experience as Jesus was revealed to them in the 

glory that they would witness again in the days following his resurrection. The disciples see 

him talking to Moses and Elijah of the forthcoming events in Jerusalem. Those great 

prophetic figures indicate that Jesus is to be the fulfilment of the prophecies of the Old 

Testament. Peter longs to continue this ecstasy, but he has to understand that such 

moments of spiritual consolation prepare us for the suffering and crucifixion we must all 

endure before we finally enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Refectory Reading: The monks are enjoying The Shadow of his Wings by Fr Gereon 

Goldmann. This book recounts the terrible experiences of a young German with a 

Franciscan vocation who was recruited into the SS in World War II. It is an astounding 

testimony to faith in Christ and to the power of prayer to overcome impossible odds. Fr 

Gereon’s periods of consolation are preparation for times of profound suffering and sudden 

The earliest portrait of St Francis 
is in St Benedict's cave at 
Subiaco, where St Francis made a 
retreat around 1223-24. Painted 
in his lifetime, he is shown 
without stigmata or halo 

http://cafod.org.uk/


revelations of the Kingdom of Heaven. He is sustained in his mission by the prayers of some 

unforgettable nuns. He eventually realises his childhood dream of becoming a Franciscan 

missionary in Japan. It is an appropriate book for the Feast of the Transfiguration. 

Mass Readings for the Eighteenth Sunday of the Year (A) 

First Reading 

Come and eat 

Thus says the Lord: 

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 

though you have no money, come! 

Buy corn without money, and eat, 

and, at no cost, wine and milk. 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

your wages on what fails to satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat 

and rich food to enjoy. 

Pay attention, come to me; 

listen, and your soul will live. 

With you I will make an everlasting covenant 

out of the favours promised to David. (Isaiah 55:1-3) 

 

Second Reading 

No created thing can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in 

Christ 

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, 

or being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. 

These are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him who loved us. 

  For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, 

nothing still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever 

come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8: 

35,37-39). 

 

Gospel 



Motivation: Before Jesus 

does any miracles, he always 

asks for faith from the people 

who are going to witness 

them. This faith is needed as 

an act of trust and self-

abandonment. In this Sunday’s 

Gospel, the same thing 

happens: Jesus not only asks 

people to trust and give up 

their will but also gives us an 

example by himself trusting 

and giving up his will. Wanting 

to be alone with his disciples, 

he not only receives the crowd 

that is following him and heals 

their sick, but he also gives 

them something to eat so that 

they can stay longer. And 

more than that, he does this through his disciples. There is something that Christ wants to tell us by 

this way of behaving; there is an example he wants to give, and he wants to give it to you. I invite 

you to make this act of faith, of trust and self-abandonment, so that in this Lectio Christ may 

multiply the bread he gives us today through his Word.  

 

The feeding of the five thousand 

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death, he withdrew by boat to a lonely 

place where they could be by themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the 

towns, went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took 

pity on them and healed their sick. 

When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time 

has slipped by; so send the people away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves 

some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: give them something to eat 

yourselves.’ But they answered ‘All we have with us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them 

here to me’ he said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down on the grass; then he 

took the five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And 

breaking the loaves handed them to his disciples who gave them to the crowds. They all ate 

as much as they wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining; twelve baskets full. Those 

who ate numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing of women and children 

(Matthew 14:13-21). 

Mosaics at Tabgha c. AD 480. This is where Jesus fed the 5,000. Only four 
loaves are depicted because the fifth will rest on the altar in the Eucharist 


