
The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
26 July 2020 

E HAVE SETTLED into a new routine, with our Saturday and Sunday Mass in the 

Abbey Church and a Tuesday Mass in the Church of the Holy Ghost, Midsomer 

Norton.  

 

Mass times: 

Saturday in the Abbey Church 4.30 p.m. 

Sunday in the Abbey Church 11.00 a.m. 

Tuesday Mass in the Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton, 9.45 a.m. 

 

Opening times in St Benedict’s Church for private prayer are: 

Monday 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 10 a.m. – 11a.m. and 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Friday 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

Saturday 10.30 a.m. – 11 a.m.  

If you are coming regularly to Sunday Mass you do not need to contact Dom Leo each 

week. However, if you have not yet been, he does need your contact details in case you 

need alerting over a case of Covid19 connected with Mass (domleo@downside.co.uk). 

Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan and Arthur Haynes 

 

Healing Services: on Friday 31 July there will be a healing service at 7 p.m. in St Alphege’s, 

Bath. On Saturday 1 August at 2 p.m. there will an on-line healing service led by Fr Michael, 

which you can access by Youtube and Instagram on the Downside website. 

 

Please pray for Mary Milverton who recently died, and for her family. 

 

CAFOD’s local partners in Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan are responding to the 

Syria Crisis and to the effects of coronavirus. 

Through CAFOD’s extensive community network, we are well placed to provide aid in 

some of the worst-hit and most inaccessible areas. Many of the aid workers, priests and 

volunteers we support are operating at great risk to their own safety, so we cannot share all 

the details of their life-saving work. 

Thanks to your generosity, we have been able to provide vital emergency aid – food, 

shelter and medical care – to vulnerable families affected by coronavirus inside Syria and in 

neighbouring countries. 

Our local experts have been quick to adapt their long-term work, and are continuing to: 

 help with shelter rehabilitation so that people can remain indoors; 

 provide PPE, including hygiene kits as well as clean water, to prevent the spread of 

the virus; 

 distribute food baskets and emergency cash assistance to families impacted by the 

virus; 

W 



 construct handwashing stations in refugee camps so that people can access hygiene 

facilities; 

 hold awareness sessions on coronavirus prevention; 

 ensure that education for children and adults can continue through remote learning, 

 and to adapt our projects that teach leadership and other skills to women affected 

by the conflict so that this work can continue safely. 

To support the DEC Coronavirus Appeal, please go to cafod.org.uk to make your 

donations. Please continue to pray for everyone affected by this terrible crisis, both near 

and far away, and thank you for anything you are able to give. 

Caroline Lane (Parish CAFOD Representative) 

 

 

Martyrology: Sunday 26 July is the Memorial of SS 

Joachim and Anne, the parents of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. We can remember them on their day, though we 

cannot celebrate them liturgically on a Sunday, which is 

a Feast of the Lord. Our Lady’s parents are not 

mentioned in the Gospels, but Elizabeth, the Mother of 

St John the Baptist, was married to Zechariah, a priest 

in the Temple, and we may therefore presume that 

Our Lady’s parents were also of the priestly tribe of 

Levi as she and Elizabeth were cousins. Tradition says 

that Mary grew up close to the Temple. Her mother St 

Anne is often represented as teaching her to read the 

Holy Scriptures, in this way preparing her to conceive 

the Word of God. It is likely that this devotion gave 

encouragement to the Christian espousal of the value 

of education for girls as well as boys. 

 

Portiuncula Indulgence: On Sunday, August 2, 

you can obtain the Portiuncula Indulgence. A 

plenary indulgence is available to anyone who will: 

 1. Receive sacramental confession (8 days 

before of after) 

 2. Receive the Holy Eucharist at Holy Mass 

on August 2nd 

 3. Enter a parish church and, with a contrite 

heart, pray the Our Father, Apostles Creed, and a 

pray of his/her own choosing for the intentions of 

the Pope.  

St Bonaventure tells us that the Portiuncula 

was an old church dedicated to the Virgin Mother 

of God, which was abandoned. St Francis had great devotion to the Queen of the world and 

when he saw that the church was deserted, he began to live there constantly in order to 

repair it. He heard that the Angels often visited it, so that it was called Saint Mary of the 

Angels, and he decided to stay there permanently out of reverence for the angels and love 

St Anne teaching her daughter Mary to read. 
All Saints Church, North Street, York. 15th 

century. 

http://cafod.org.uk/


for the Mother of Christ. He loved this spot more than any other in the world. It was here 

he began his religious life in a very small way; it is here he came to a happy end. When he 

was dying, he commended this spot above all others to the friars, because it was most dear 

to the Blessed Virgin. 

 

Mass Readings for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

First reading 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give 

you.’ Solomon replied, ‘O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in succession to 

David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds 

himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people so many its 

number cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to understand how to 

discern between good and evil, for who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ 

the Lord said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your enemies, 

but have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I 

give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you’ 

(1 Kings 3: 5, 7-12). 

 

Second reading  

We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-operates with all those who 

love him, with all those he has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he chose 

specially long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be 

the eldest of many brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he called he 

justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory (Romans 8: 28-30). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: A lot of the time, we can find ourselves worrying about many things, rushing from 

place to place (or from zoom to zoom) and we end up just taking care of earthly things. We end up 

closing our eyes. 

In the gospel of this Sunday, Jesus is trying to open our eyes again. He extends his hand and 

waits for us to reach for it. He takes care of our whole life. We do not have to worry, but should 

rejoice because we know Him, because we are Christians, 'citizens of Heaven', as St Paul says. 

Today it is also an invitation, to lift our eyes from earthly things, and instead look to heavenly things, 

to put our trust and faith in the invisible good things. 

Do you believe that your Father in heaven has prepared great things for you? That He is 

willing to give you the true treasure and the true joy?   

I invite you to read this gospel with that key, the key of joy, the key of heaven. The only 

thing that is asked of you is to receive all these blessings from God, to give Him all your worries, and 

also all your joys, so that they can be transformed by Him. 

 



ESUS SAID TO THE CROWDS, 

‘The kingdom of heaven is like 

treasure hidden in a field which 

someone has found; he hides it 

again, goes off happy, sells 

everything he owns and buys the 

field. 

  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like a merchant looking for fine 

pearls; when he finds one of great 

value he goes and sells everything 

he owns and buys it. 

  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like a dragnet cast into the sea 

that brings in a haul of all kinds. 

When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones 

in a basket and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: 

the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing 

furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. 

  ‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well then, every 

scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings 

out from his storeroom things both new and old’ (Matthew 13:44-52). 

 

The Sunday Crossword: We published the last of our weekly crosswords last Sunday; 

below you will find the answers. These crosswords have encouraged us to look closely at 

the Word of the Lord each week when it has not been possible to join in the public 

celebration of the Eucharist. We thank the compiler, who has helped us to become the rich 

soil in which the seed of God’s Word can germinate, grow and produce its harvest for 

eternal life. 

 

J 



 


