
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
19 July 2020 

OW THAT WE ARE ABLE to hold Mass on a Sunday in the Abbey Church and on a 

Tuesday at The Holy Ghost in Midsomer Norton, demand for private prayer has 

significantly reduced. In light of this, we have cut back on the number of hours that 

volunteers spend on opening up St Benedict’s. Opening times in St Benedict’s from next 

week (Monday 20 July) will be: 

Monday 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 10 a.m. – 11a.m. and 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Friday 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

Saturday 10.30 a.m. – 11 a.m.  

If you are coming regularly to Sunday Mass you do not need to contact Dom Leo each 

week. However, if you have not yet been, he does need your contact details in case you 

need alerting over a case of Covid19 connected with Mass (domleo@downside.co.uk). 

Weekday Masses: The Mass held last Tuesday at 9.45 a.m. in the Holy Ghost Church, 

Midsomer Norton, was attended by half a dozen of the faithful. Mass will now be regularly 

offered at this time in Midsomer Norton. 

Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Jayne Afxendi, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan and Arthur Haynes 

 

John Alford: John’s funeral, which is for family members only on account of the restricted 

numbers allowed, will take place on Friday 24 July in St Benedict’s. Please keep Margaret and 

all John’s family in your prayers. 

  

We invite you to an at-

home retreat: Those of you 

who have shared in our on-

line lectio divina sessions will 

have encountered some of the 

young people who have been 

helping us to pray. They 

belong to The Weave of 

Manquehue Prayer, which is 

based here in Stratton-on-the-

Fosse. We are delighted to 

invite you to the Weave Open 

Morning of Prayer with them. 

Here is their invitation:  

 

‘This lockdown has been a challenging and unprecedented time for everyone and so 

we, as the community of The Weave, wish to continue our welcome, now more 

than ever, in ‘helping one another to pray’. During these times, we have all had the 

chance to experience Christ in our lives, to reach out to friends old and new, and to 

live the Church in a new way. Therefore, we invite you to this retreat, if you are 

N 



looking to get back into Lectio Divina, to deepen your faith, to re-encounter Christ or 

simply to learn about God for the first time. There is no previous knowledge or 

experience required. Through friendship, Lectio Divina and the celebration of the 

liturgy, you will have the time to renew or perhaps discover for the first time your 

relationship with God. 

This mini-retreat will be held online on Saturday 25th July from 8.30 a.m. -

12.30 p.m. Please fill in this form to register. The links you will need to access 

Discord and Zoom for the event will be emailed to you the day before the retreat. 

All you will need to take part is a quiet space where you can pray, your Bible and a 

notebook and pen. Please feel free to pass on this invitation. We are really looking 

forward to welcoming you there!’ [If you have any difficulty with the hyperlink, e-

mail Dom Leo (domleo@downside.co.uk), who will send it to you.] 

 

 

CAFOD: We have all felt the impact of coronavirus. Every country CAFOD works in has 

been affected, and this crisis is far from over. That is why CAFOD is joining forces with the 

Disasters Emergency Committee – so we can scale up our response and protect the people 

who need it most. As the coronavirus pandemic spreads, millions of the most vulnerable 

people on earth are more at risk than ever. Please donate now – any amount can save lives. 

Go to CAFOD.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

Your gift today will enable our local experts to reach those that need it most. They 

are providing information on how to slow the virus, hygiene supplies and emergency food 

packages for families who face hunger because of lockdown and job losses.  

We must not let the most vulnerable be forgotten. Please continue to pray for 

everyone affected by this terrible crisis, both near and far away, and thank you for anything 

you are able to give. 

Caroline Lane (our CAFOD Representative) 

 

Pope Francis writes for us: ‘Often one is distracted by too 

many interests, by too many enticements, and it is difficult to 

distinguish, among the many voices and many words, that of the 

Lord, the only one that makes us free. This is why it is important 

to accustom oneself to listening to the Word of God, to reading 

it. And I return once more to that advice: always keep with you a 

handy copy of the Gospel, a pocket edition of the Gospel, in your 

pocket, in your purse… and so, every day, read a short passage, 

so that you become used to reading the Word of God, 

understanding well the seed that God offers you, and thinking 

about the earth that receives it.’ 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbqOjrDY62XZrgNTQ4pOQn_jtqALI9LtNJjryV-XAHxdN0Jw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:domleo@downside.co.uk
http://cafod.org.uk/


Mass Readings for the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

First Reading 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for every thing, 

to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly. 

Your justice has its source in strength, 

your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 

You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned 

and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 

but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 

you govern us with great lenience, 

for you have only to will, and your power is there. 

By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 

how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 

and you have given your sons the good hope 

that after sin you will grant repentance (Wisdom 12:13,16-19). 

Second reading   

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order 

to pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into 

words, and God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, 

and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God 

(Romans 8:26-27). 

 

Gospel 

Motivation: Today you are the luckiest person in the world. Today you can consider yourself 

blessed among thousands, even millions. Today, the Son of God, the creator of the universe, is going 

to speak to you, and ‘unfold to you what has been hidden since the foundation of the 

world’. Pause for a minute, and think what a great gift that is.  

The hidden truths, the mysterious realities that you long to uncover, the secrets of existence, 

that niggling thirst you have to know what really matters, and how the world works. The answers to 

these questions are not ineffable, impossible concepts for us to despair of ever knowing. No. The 

maker of the universe came to us, walked among us, and spoke to us. Why? He wanted us to 

learn the truth. How blessed are those who hear the Word of God! 

Are you listening? Will you open the ear of your heart to hear what God is 

teaching you today?" 

 



ESUS PUT ANOTHER PARABLE 

before the crowds: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man 

who sowed good seed in his field. 

While everybody was asleep his enemy 

came, sowed darnel all among the 

wheat, and made off. When the new 

wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel 

appeared as well. The owner’s servants 

went to him and said, “Sir, was it not 

good seed that you sowed in your field? 

If so, where does the darnel come 

from?” “Some enemy has done this” he 

answered. And the servants said, “Do 

you want us to go and weed it out?” 

But he said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat with 

it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: First 

collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn.”’  

He put another parable before them: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 

grown it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and 

shelter in its branches.’ 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman 

took and mixed in with three measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’ 

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to 

them except in parables. This was to fulfil the prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 

and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, 

‘Explain the parable about the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower of the 

good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the 

kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the 

harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is 

gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son of Man will send 

his angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that provoke offences and all 

who do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 

grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

Listen, anyone who has ears!’ (Matthew 13:24-43). 
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Vincent van Gogh, 1888 



Crossword for 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Across 

6. What will God grant after sin? 

7. Which Book does the first reading come 

from? 

8. The Psalmist calls him the God of mercy 

and what? 

 

 

 

 

Down 

1. What was the name of the stories Jesus 

told to the people? 

2. Who did Jesus say was the sower of the 

good seed? (3, 3, 2, 3) 

3. What did the man's enemy sow in his 

field? 

4. Which seed is the smallest of all seeds? 

5. What comes to help us in our weakness? 

(3, 6) 

 



 


