
St Benedict, Patron of Europe 
12 July 2020 

HIS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY (11 and 12 July) will 

be the Feast Day of St Benedict, our parish’s patron. 

We will celebrate his feast as worthily as we can. St 

Benedict was proclaimed patron of Europe by Pope Paul VI 

because of his essential influence in the formation of 

Christendom. His Rule has been the guide for Christian 

communities seeking to live together as obedient disciples 

of Christ for over 1,500 years. Today many Christians turn 

to St Benedict for inspiration on how to sustain flourishing 

Christian communities at a period of challenge, problems 

and opportunities. Let us ask St Benedict to guide us safely 

ahead as he has done through so many previous centuries. 

E WERE DELIGHTED with the return to celebrating 

Mass last weekend in the Abbey Church. Many 

churches have not opened but we have! This relied on 17 

volunteers acting as stewards and as cleaners, and, despite 

the short notice of what was happening, 26 people came to 

Mass on Saturday and 63 on Sunday. Everything went 

smoothly and many people thanked us for making this 

possible and for looking after the welfare of those attending. 

Some people were quite emotional about being able to take communion again after such a 

long spell. 

Obviously we have had to make some serious adjustments to the Mass and we know 

that some of the precautions may seem onerous, and even unnecessary to some. However, 

we must care for the safety and wellbeing of our worshippers. Be reassured, social 

distancing and strict hygiene measures are in place and ensured by the stewards. 

Mass is held at the Abbey Church on Saturday at 4.30 p.m. and on Sunday at 11.00 

a.m. We ask that people arrive early, as we need to record who is attending and make sure 

people are seated properly. Doors open half an hour before the start of the service. 

It is important to stress that the Sunday Obligation to attend Mass is still suspended, 

so there is no compulsion to come to Mass. If you are concerned about being in a closed 

space with other people, do not feel obliged to attend. Similarly, if you wish to wear a face 

covering you may do so; their voluntary use is not disrespectful to the service or the sacred 

space.  

Anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 (a new, continuous cough, a high 

temperature or a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell) should not 

attend Mass owing to the risk that would pose to others. In this case, please immediately 

self-isolate at home with other members of your household. 

Private Prayer no longer takes place at the Abbey owing to the need to set out the 

church for Mass and to ensure everywhere is cleaned properly. Private Prayer has been 

moved to St Benedict’s and the Holy Ghost.  

Between 35 and 45 people a week have been going into St Benedict’s and the Holy 

Ghost for private prayer. This is made possible by a team of 13 volunteers. The times for 
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Private Prayer at St Benedict’s next week stay the same: 10 a.m. – 11a.m. and 6 p.m.  – 

7p.m. each weekday and 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. on Saturday. These times will be reviewed in light 

of demand and may alter from 20th July. 

The Holy Ghost will be open from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. on Tuesday and Friday and 

from 9 a.m. – 10 a.m. on Saturday. There will be a Mass in the Holy Ghost Church in 

Midsomer Norton on Tuesday at 9.45 a.m. 

Sunday Mass: Saturday at 4.30 p.m and Sunday at 11.00 a.m. in the Abbey 

Church.  

Weekday Masses: Weekday Mass on Tuesday at 9.45 a.m. in Midsomer Norton, 

Church of the Holy Ghost. 

Peter Beaven (Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council) 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confession will now be available as follows: 

Saturday morning at 10 a.m. in Midsomer Norton 

Sunday morning in the Abbey Church at 10.30 – 11.00 a.m.  

Bishop Declan has sent us the following advice: we reproduce it here so that you can make 

your own risk assessment. Our aim is to make confession safely available are soon as we 

can:  

‘The Sacrament of Confession/Penance requires the one-to-one encounter between a priest 

and the penitent. As such, this must be conducted in as safe a way as possible. 

The principles used to stop infection transmission during confession are: 

 preventing droplet spread between priest and penitent through physical distance or 

barriers or positioning and  

 by means of cleaning and hygiene preventing spread between penitents using the 

same kneeler or chair by cleaning the points that are touched frequently (e.g. the top 

of the kneeler). 

Outdoors Confession 

Confession outdoors is permitted. Social distancing should be observed for this and good 

hygiene though cleaning surfaces frequently touched by penitents should be ensured. Placing 

the penitent and priest at right angles to each other or back to back would further reduce 

air spread containing droplets between them. Asking penitents to sanitise their hands when 

arriving is a sensible step. 

Confession inside churches or buildings 

Within a church, if the church environment allows for confession to take place in an open 

space (such as a side chapel or other private area), this is preferred. If possible, the priest 

and the penitent should not sit face-to-face but at right angles to each other or side-by-side, 

facing opposite directions, whilst still allowing for the spoken matter to be heard. Penitents 

should have sanitised their hands when entering the church as part of existing measures. 

 It may be possible to place a plastic or glass screen between the priest and the 

penitent which would allow for a face-to-face encounter. If so, the screen should be 

made of a solid material, If a grille is used, a cloth curtain (or a piece of plastic film) 

should be placed over the priest’s side to minimise transmission risk. 

 If a chair or a kneeler is used for the penitent, the touchpoints (where the penitent 

has touched with their hands) should be cleaned with household detergent after 

each penitent; it may make things easier if the penitent were to stand. 



At this time, the use of traditional confessionals should be avoided if possible, due to the 

restricted airflow within them. However, if they are to be used, traditional “Roman style” 

confessionals (penitent kneeling at right angles to the priest speaking through a grille) are 

best. A plastic film on the priest’s side covering the grille will provide a barrier against air 

droplets. The touchpoints on the kneeler should be cleaned after each penitent. Maximising 

the airflow through the confessional would be a priority; such as, if possible, leaving the 

door open. 

Above all, priests should ensure that through ensuring the regular cleaning of the 

points that are touched frequently and the positioning of a barrier between penitent and 

himself, the risk of virus transmission is minimised. 

Priests should limit the number of confessions they hear each day to reduce their 

exposure risk.’ 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of John Alford, who died on Thursday 9 July, 

for his wife Margaret and for his family. May he rest in the peace of Christ. Funeral details to 

be announced. 

 

Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Brian Auty, Eileen 

Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes and Andrew Johnson 

CAFOD's response to coronavirus in Africa: Lessons learned from the Ebola 

outbreaks in places like Sierra Leone mean that our local teams are able to reach out rapidly 

to faith leaders with accurate information and safely organised training sessions. These faith 

leaders are trusted voices in their communities, so working alongside them to get the right 

messages out can save lives. 

£33 can give a religious leader information about coronavirus 

Health and prevention advice is also being shared when our staff, and volunteers are giving 

out soap and emergency food packages to vulnerable families in Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Nigeria 

and Kenya to ensure that those at particular risk of the virus can survive this crisis. 

Your donations have also funded PPE for medical staff at clinics in Zimbabwe and 

Sierra Leone. 

Please support this work, which is saving lives. Thank you. 

https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal   

Caroline Lane (Parish CAFOD Representative) 

 

Standing Orders: If you would like to contribute to the support of our parish by standing 

orders, please e-mail Dom Leo (domleo@downside.co.uk), who will happily send you the 

details. We are a registered charity, and so donations can be gift-aided. 
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Mass Readings for the Feast of St Benedict, Patron of Europe 

First reading  

Apply your heart to truth 

My son, if you take my words to heart, 

  if you set store by my commandments, 

tuning your ear to wisdom, 

  and applying your heart to truth: 

yes, if your plea is for clear perception, 

  if you cry out for discernment, 

if you look for it as if it were silver, 

  and search for it as for buried treasure, 

you will then understand what the fear of the Lord is, 

  and discover the knowledge of God. 

For the Lord himself is giver of wisdom, 

  from his mouth issue knowledge and discernment. 

He keeps his help for honest men, 

  he is the shield of those whose ways are honourable; 

he stands guard over the paths of justice, 

  he keeps watch on the way of his devoted ones. 

Then you will understand what virtue is, justice, and fair dealing, 

  all paths that lead to happiness (Proverbs 2:1-9). 

Responsorial Psalm 

Second Reading 

Always be joyful, then, in the Lord 

Always be joyful, then, in the Lord; I repeat, be joyful. Let your good sense be obvious to 

everybody. The Lord is near. Never worry about anything; but tell God all your desires of 

every kind in prayer and petition shot through with gratitude, and the peace of God, which 

is beyond our understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers, let your minds be filled with everything that is true, everything that is 

honourable, everything that is upright and pure, everything that we love and admire – with 

whatever is good and praiseworthy. Keep doing everything you learnt from me and were 

told by me and have heard or seen me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you 

(Philippians 4, 4-9). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL 

They will be repaid a hundred times over and inherit eternal life 

ETER SPOKE TO JESUS. ‘What 

about us?’ he said. ‘We have left 

everything and followed you. What 

are we to have, then?’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘I tell you solemnly, when all is 

made new and the Son of Man sits on 

his throne of glory, you will 

yourselves sit on twelve thrones to 

judge the twelve tribes of Israel. And 

everyone who has left houses, 

brothers, sisters, father, mother, 

children or land for the sake of my 

name will be repaid a hundred times 

over, and also inherit eternal life’ 

(Matthew 19:27-29). 
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Christ enthroned with Our Lady, St John and the Apostles. 
Oratorio di San Silvestro 1248 



St Benedict’s Festal Crossword 
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Across 

3. What does the Lord keep for honest men? (3, 4) 

6. What must be made known to God? (4, 9) 

7. What did Jesus say Peter would inherit? (7, 4) 

8. According to the Psalmist what must you taste and see of the Lord? 

 

Down 

1. What does the peace of God exceed? (3, 13) 

2. Who would the Psalmist bless at all times? (3, 4) 

4. What must you apply your heart to? 

5. What should you let be known to all men? 

 

  



Solutions 

 
 

Across 

3. Who was St Paul writing to? 

6. Who was Simon's father? 

7. What name did Jesus give to Simon? 

8. What did Paul say he had been rescued from? (3, 5 5) 

9. Some said Jesus was John the Baptist, or Jeremiah, or who else? 

11. Who might Paul's whole message be proclaimed to? (3, 6) 

 

Down 

1. What was on each side of Peter as he slept? (1, 7) 

2. Who started persecuting members of the Church? (4, 5) 

4. What did the Lord send to help Peter? (2 5) 

5. Who shall hear and be glad according to the Psalmist? (3, 6) 

10. John's brother was beheaded. What was his name? 

 


