
 

The Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 
29 June 2020 

E WELCOME the news that we may resume attending Mass from the 4th July and 

have already been meeting with the Prior to discuss how we can do this. However, 

it is clear that we cannot just resume normal services, as there are issues of social distancing 

and safety that need to be thought about and adhered to. Currently there is no clear 

guidance from the Government or the Bishops’ Conference on what rules need to be 

applied and, until they are clarified, we cannot be precise about how we will resume 

services. We anticipate that things will get clearer in the next couple of days and we will be 

in a position to set out our plans in detail by the middle of next week. There will be news 

on our website and an extra newsletter detailing what will happen from next weekend. 

Peter Beaven (Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council) 

 

Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: John Alford, Brian 

Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta Duggan, Arthur Haynes and Andrew Johnson 

Please pray for Juanito Jimenez Borques, who died aged 13 on 18 June. He suffered 

from cancer for most of his life. Fr Leo gave him his First Holy Communion on 20 June 2014 

in the chapel of Colegio San Lorenzo in Santiago, Chile, and his funeral was held there on 20 

June 2020, the sixth anniversary of his First Holy Communion.  

CAFOD’s perspective: To see how the Corona Virus is affecting our brothers and sisters 

in other parts of the world, you can visit CAFOD website cafod.org.uk   

Summer of Hope is currently the home page of the website and we hope you will be 

encouraged by what you find there. 

 

Foodbank July/August needs: fruit juice (long life); instant 

mash; ketchup; macaroni cheese; tinned spaghetti; tinned 

sponge-puddings; squash; conditioner; deodorant; kitchen rolls; 

shampoo; toothpaste (adult); washing powder; washing-up 

liquid; cat & dog food.  

Please choose items from the above list only. 

A huge thank you for your tremendous generosity and support throughout this 

most challenging of times. 

 

Martyrology: Wednesday 1 July is the feast of St Oliver Plunkett. 

We are privileged that we have his body enshrined in the Abbey 

Church. Our martyrs have identified themselves completely with 

Christ’s sacrifice at the Last Supper and on Calvary, and so we see 

their relics as fragments of the glorified cosmos, of the world to 

come. That is why we enshrine their relics in the altars on which 

the Eucharist is celebrated. St Oliver was executed at Tyburn in 

1681, the last Catholic to be martyred in England. He had been 

consecrated Bishop of Armagh in 1669 and served the Church in 

Ireland with heroic dedication, administering the sacrament of 

W 



confirmation to thousands of Catholics who had not been able to see a bishop for decades. 

We have at Downside the speech, written in his own hand, that he delivered on the 

scaffold. Towards its close, he repeats the words of Our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross: ‘In 

manus tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum meum.’ 

 

Mass Readings for the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

First reading 

Now I know the Lord really did save me from Herod 

King Herod started persecuting certain members of the Church. He beheaded James the 

brother of John, and when he saw that this pleased the Jews he decided to arrest Peter as 

well. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in prison, assigning 

four squads of four soldiers each to guard him in turns. Herod meant to try Peter in public 

after the end of Passover week. All the time Peter was under guard the Church prayed to 

God for him unremittingly. 

On the night before Herod was to try him, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, 

fastened with double chains, while guards kept watch at the main entrance to the prison. 

Then suddenly the angel of the Lord stood there, and the cell was filled with light. He 

tapped Peter on the side and woke him. ‘Get up!’ he said ‘Hurry!’ – and the chains fell from 

his hands. The angel then said, ‘Put on your belt and sandals.’ After he had done this, the 

angel next said, ‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ Peter followed him, but had no 

idea that what the angel did was all happening in reality; he thought he was seeing a vision. 

They passed through two guard posts one after the other, and reached the iron gate leading 

to the city. This opened of its own accord; they went through it and had walked the whole 

length of one street when suddenly the angel left him. It was only then that Peter came to 

himself. ‘Now I know it is all true’ he said. ‘The Lord really did send his angel and has saved 

me from Herod and from all that the Jewish people were so certain would happen to me’ 

(Acts 12:1-11). 

 

Second reading 

All there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be gone. 

I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the 

faith; all there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those 

who have longed for his Appearing. 

The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole message 

might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s 

mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me safely to his 

heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen (2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18). 

 

GOSPEL 

Motivation: Jesus is taking his young disciples into pagan territory, perhaps for the first time in 

their lives. He is introducing them to the pagan world into which they will one day have to carry his 

message. They will need to tell people who have never known Jesus what he teaches and who he is. 



Let us join Jesus and his disciples as we listen to this Gospel. How do I answer Jesus’ questions? Just 

as Jesus knows Peter more deeply than Peter knows himself, so Jesus knows you and me. Open your 

heart to what Jesus tells you about yourself and your mission, and to God’s love and will for you. 

 

You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church 

HEN JESUS came to the 

region of Caesarea 

Philippi he put this question to 

his disciples, ‘Who do people say 

the Son of Man is?’ And they said, 

‘Some say he is John the Baptist, 

some Elijah, and others Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.’ ‘But 

you,’ he said ‘who do you say I 

am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, 

‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the 

Son of the living God.’ Jesus 

replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you 

are a happy man! Because it was 

not flesh and blood that revealed 

this to you but my Father in 

heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the 

gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 

of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you 

loose on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven’ (Matthew 16, 13-19). 
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The gates of the underworld and the temple of Pan at Caesarea 

Philippi today 



Crossword for SS Peter and Paul 

 

 

 

         1       

 

 

                

 

 

    2  3          

 

 

  4              

 

 

       5         

 

 

                

 

 

6      7          

 

 

                

 

 

                

8  

 

               

 

 

                

 

 

      9   10       

 

 

                

 

 

                

 

 

       11         

 

 

                

 

 

Across 

3. Who was St Paul writing to? 

6. Who was Simon's father? 

7. What name did Jesus give to Simon? 

8. What did Paul say he had been rescued 

from? (3, 5, 5) 

9. Some said Jesus was John the Baptist, 

or Jeremiah, or who else? 

11. Who might Paul's whole message be 

proclaimed to? (3, 6) 

 

Down 

1. What was on each side of Peter as he 

slept? (1, 7) 

2. Who started persecuting members of 

the Church? (4, 5) 



4. What did the Lord send to help Peter? 

(2, 5) 

5. Who shall hear and be glad according 

to the Psalmist? (3, 6) 

10. John's brother was beheaded. What 

was his name? 

 

 

 

 


