
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
21 June 2020 

T LAST OUR CHURCHES ARE OPEN, although only for private prayer. The times of 

opening are: 

 St Benedict’s: 10 a.m. – 11a.m. and 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. every weekday, and 10 a.m. – 11 

a.m. on Saturday. 

 The Holy Ghost:  9 a.m. – 11a.m. on Tuesday, 9 a.m. – 11a.m. on Friday, and 9a.m. – 

10 a.m. on Saturday.  

In the first three days of opening there were 24 people using the churches for prayer. We 

are grateful for the support of the thirteen volunteers who are acting as stewards and 

making this possible. Please take advantage of this and try to find some quiet time in church 

to reflect and pray. The Blessed Sacrament will be in the tabernacle so there will be the Real 

Presence of Christ with you as you pray. 

The Abbey Church has also been open for 2-4 p.m. on Thursday (18 June) and Saturday (20 

June). We hope to be able to publish regular opening times for the Abbey Church: the 

pattern is likely to be 2-4 p.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. The pattern of days is 

likely to remain the same until we receive new directions. 

You can find the details of arrangements for prayer visits in last week’s newsletter. 

SYCAMORE moves to a completely free ‘open access’ model: After much thought 

and prayer, the trustees of the Sycamore charity have decided to move to a completely 

open access model, free of charge, not just for the next few months but indefinitely. Many of 

the parish have enjoyed the Sycamore courses led by Dom Anselm. Now you can access 

them freely and discover fresh ways of sharing our faith in Christ. See 

https://www.sycamore.fm/about-sycamore/ 

Please pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Brian Auty, Eileen 

Barrett, Detta Duggan and Arthur Haynes  

Recommended Reading: The monks have been enjoying Brant 

Pitre’s Jesus and the Jewish Roots of Mary for meal-time reading in the 

refectory. This book explains Catholic beliefs about Mary in the light of 

Old Testament expectations about the Mother of the Messiah, 

contemporary Jewish hopes in the time of Jesus, and the writings of 

early Christians. We are shown how the Bible itself teaches that Mary 

is the new Eve, the Mother of God, the Queen of Heaven and Earth 

and the New Ark of the Covenant. Deepening our knowledge of Mary 

deepens our faith in and love of her Son, Jesus Christ. Scott Hanh says 

‘this is the best biblical study of Mary I have ever read.’  ISBN 978-0-

525-57273-2 

Parish Lectio Divina on Line: Our 5 p.m. Friday Zoom sessions are growing in 

popularity. We would love you to join us as we pray together and listen to the Gospel for 

A 

https://www.sycamore.fm/about-sycamore/


next Sunday with the ear of the heart. Email domleo@downside.co.uk who will send you 

the necessary details. Mary, Mother of Lectio Divina, pray for us. 

Martyrology:  Friday 26th June will this year be the 

memorial of Blessed Philip Powell. Philip was probably 

born in Trallong in Brecknockshire in 1594. He was 

taught law by David Baker, who later became Dom 

Augustin Baker and would write extensively on mystical 

prayer. When he was sixteen he went to study at one of 

the Inns of Court, London, and afterwards practised civil 

law. Three or four years later he received the 

Benedictine habit, becoming part of the community of 

St. Gregory at Douai (now at Downside Abbey, near 

Bath). In 1618 he was ordained priest and in 1622 left 

Douai to go on mission in England. In around 1624 he 

became chaplain to the Poyntz family at Leighland, 

Somerset. When the English Civil War broke out he 

retired to Yarnscombe and Parkham in Devon. He then served for six months as chaplain to 

the Catholic soldiers in General Goring's army in Cornwall, and, when that force was 

disbanded, took ship for South Wales. The vessel was captured on 22 February 1646, and 

Powell was recognised and denounced as a priest. On 11 May he was sent to London and 

confined in St. Catherine's Gaol, Southwark, where his treatment brought on a severe 

attack of pleurisy. His trial, which had been fixed for 30 May, did not take place till 9 June, at 

Westminster Hall. He was found guilty of being a priest and was hanged, drawn, and 

quartered at Tyburn. It is recorded that when informed of his death sentence, Powell 

exclaimed ‘Oh what am I that God thus honours me and will have me to die for his sake?’ 

and called for a glass of sack (or sherry). Blessed Philip served Catholics in this country 

when getting to Mass was difficult and dangerous. May his prayers protect us as we face new 

hazards in the practice of our faith. 
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Mass Readings for the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

If you would like to see the full texts for Mass, visit Universalis.com. 

 

First Reading 

He has delivered the soul of the needy from the hands of evil men 

Jeremiah said: 

I hear so many disparaging me, 

‘“Terror from every side!” 

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’ 

All those who used to be my friends 

watched for my downfall, 

‘Perhaps he will be seduced into error. 

Then we will master him 

and take our revenge!’ 

But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; 

my opponents will stumble, mastered, 

confounded by their failure; 

everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 

But you, O Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice, 

who scrutinise the loins and heart, 

let me see the vengeance you will take on them, 

for I have committed my cause to you. 

Sing to the Lord, 

praise the Lord, 

for he has delivered the soul of the needy 

from the hands of evil men (Jeremiah 20:10-13). 

 

Second Reading 

The gift considerably outweighed the fall 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has spread 

through the whole human race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world long 

before the Law was given. There was no law and so no one could be accused of the sin of 

‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike 

that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law. 

  Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it 

is certain that through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, 

coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift 

(Romans 5:12-15). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL 

Motivation: In this gospel, we are invited by Christ to be open and fearless in our faith. It is not 

enough for us to hide our faith within ourselves. Our faith needs to be something that can be carried 

with pride. It is something that has to be visible through our acts of love and our openness.  

It is easy to hide within ourselves for fear of what others may think of us, but Jesus called 

his disciples to be open and inviting whenever possible. As Jesus says; ‘What I tell you in the dark, 

speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs’.  

Ultimately, we are reminded that these fears are unimportant in the grand scheme of 

things. This is a freeing reminder and it in turn makes it easier for us to be open in what we believe 

in. 

 

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body 

 
Jesus and the Apostles. The catacombs of Domitilla, 4th cent. Note how young Jesus and his companions are 

in this early painting. 

ESUS INSTRUCTED THE TWELVE as follows: ‘Do not be afraid. For everything that is 

now covered will be uncovered, and everything now hidden will be made clear. What I say 

to you in the dark, tell in the daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim from the 

housetops. 

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather 

who can destroy both body and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? 

And yet not one falls to the ground without your Father knowing. Why, every hair on your 

head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are worth more than 

hundreds of sparrows. 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare myself for 

him in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in the presence of 

men, I will disown in the presence of my Father in heaven’ (Matthew 10:26-33). 
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Across 

3. How much do two sparrows cost? (1, 5) 

4. Who prefigured the One to come? 

5. Who heard so many disparaging him? 

8. Who always knows when someone falls to 

to the ground? (3, 6) 

9. Who was Paul writing to? (3, 6) 

Down 

1. Who probes with justice? (4, 2, 5) 

2. Who does the Lord listen to in the Psalm? 

(3, 5) 

6. Death reigned over all from Adam to ... 

whom? 

7. Who instructed the Twelve? 
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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

 
 
Across 
3. From which land did the Jews escape? 
4. What did the Lord feed the Jews in the 
wilderness? 
5. Which book did the first reading come 
from? 
6. Who was writing to the Corinthians? 
(2,4) 
7. What kind of bread came down from 
heaven? 

8. What do we share that makes us one 
body? (3,4) 
 
Down 
1. If you eat His flesh and drink His blood 
what will you have? (7,4) 
2. To whom did the Lord make his word 
known? 

 
 


