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ETWEEN THE FEAST of the Ascension and the Day of 
Pentecost we are gathered in the Spirit in the upper 

room in Jerusalem with the Apostles, ‘some women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers’ 
(Acts 1, 12-14; 2, 1-4). St Luke tells us that ‘with one heart 
all these joined constantly in prayer’. The Church 
encourages us to relive this experience of nine days of 
intense prayer by making a Novena; we can pray on each of 
the nine days with a time and form of prayer that we are 
confident to enter into. That earliest Christian community 
was praying in preparation for their reception of the Holy 
Spirit, who would remain with them to inspire and drive 
their courageous continuation of Christ’s ministry and 
proclamation of the Good News of Salvation. 
 This year we can pray for a deeper sense of Christ’s 
presence; he has promised that He is with us always; ‘yes, to 
the end of time’ (Matthew 28, 20). We need the grace to 
discern how we will be channels of Jesus’ Good News in the 
world that we will find when the restrictions under which 
we now live are gradually lifted. The Metropolitan 
Archbishops have written to their Catholic flock a shared 
letter reminding us that we have been ‘fulfilling our role by 
contributing to the preservation of life and the common good of society. While the live-
streaming of the Mass and other devotions is playing an important part in maintaining the life 
of faith, there is no substitute for Catholics being able to attend and participate physically in 
the celebration of the Mass and the other sacraments. Our faith is expressed powerfully and 
beautifully though “seeing, touching, and tasting.”’ The Archbishops go on to say, ‘We are 
deeply moved by the Eucharistic yearning expressed by so many members of the faithful. As 
the Government’s restrictions are relaxed step by step, we look forward to opening our 
churches and resuming our liturgical, spiritual, catechetical and pastoral life step by step. 
This will also be of service to those beyond the Catholic Church, who depend on our 
charitable activity and outreach through which much goodness is shared by so many 
volunteers from our communities. None of us knows, as yet, how or when the lockdown 
will end. There is likely to be a phased return to travelling and gathering. As a church, we 
are now planning for this time and our discussions with the statutory public health agencies 
and Government representatives are ongoing. Together with Catholics across England and 
Wales, we desire the opening of our churches and access to the sacraments. Until then, we 
are continuing to pray and prepare.’ 
 We are confident that the Holy Spirit will fill our hearts with the love of Christ that 
will give us everything we need to face with courage the difficulties and joys that lie ahead of 
us. 

Dom Leo Maidlow Davis  
 

B 

El Greco c. 1600 



Fr Michael’s e-mail: Please be aware that Fr Michael’s email has been hacked. If you 
receive an email from him asking for a favour or for help, please just delete it! It is sad that 
there are people prepared to steal money on the strength of your unselfish generosity. Fr 
Michael assures us that whenever he would like a large sum of money he will ask face to 
face! 

PARISH LECTIO DIVINA ON LINE: This 
Friday, 22 May at 5 p.m., Fr Leo will offer another 
on-line lectio divina session on the Gospel for the 
following Sunday (John 17:1-11). He apologizes for 
making it so hard for people to join the group. It 
now turns out that the password he gave out was 
incorrect. Instead of 7bQf2V, just type in 123456. 
This was meant to make it easier. If you would like 
to join in, send an email to 
domleo@downside.co.uk and he will forward you the other necessary details. 

It helps to have the Gospel with its motivation to hand, as you will find it presented 
at the end of this newsletter. There will be an opportunity, but no obligation, to share 
echoes. The session will last about half an hour. Click in a few minutes early so that there is 
time for a preliminary chat and any introductions we may need. We hope this will become a 
weekly engagement. 

Help from our Dean: Our Parish is part of a Diocesan Deanery that consists or our 
Parish and of those in Bath. Our Dean is Fr Christopher Whitehead, Parish Priest of St 
John’s in Bath. You can find all their live services recorded in 
Archives.  www.stjohnsrcbath.org.uk Daily rosary at 6 p.m. has been appreciated by many of 
our parishioners. 

We pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Brian Auty, Eileen 
Barrett, Detta Duggan and Arthur Haynes 

Healing service: Dom Michael will hold our next on-line healing service on Saturday 6 
June at 2 p.m. 

Martyrology: St Bede (Monday 25 May) and St Augustine of 
Canterbury (Wednesday 27 May) make this a special Benedictine 
week. St Augustine was Prior of the monastery in Rome that St 
Gregory the Great had founded when he was chosen, against his 
own wishes, to lead thirty monks to evangelise the Anglo-Saxons. 
They finally landed at Ebbesfleet in Kent in 597, and the rest, as they 
say, is history. St Bede (673-735), a monk of Jarrow, wrote that 
history for us. He also wrote 25 works of scripture commentary, 
and died singing the ‘Glory be.’ St Boniface, on hearing the news, 
called Bede ‘a candle of the Church, lit by the Holy Spirit’. May these 
great Benedictine missionaries support and inspire each one of us as 
we continue in our world the mission that the Holy Spirit empowered them to carry out. 

 
 



CROSSWORD FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  
 
 
 

   1           

 
 

       2       

 
 

              

 
 

 3             

 
 

              

4  
 

          5   

 
 

              

 
 

  6            

 
 

              

 
 

              

 
 

   7           

 
 

              

 
 

     8         

 
 

              

 
 
 
 
 
Across 
3. Who was the father of James? 
4. What was Simon called? (3, 6) 
6. What had Jesus done to the Father 
whilst on earth? (9, 3) 
7. If we are called this we should not be 
ashamed? (1, 9) 
8. Jesus is praying for those the father 
gave him. What is he NOT praying for? (3, 
5) 

 
Down 
1. What does the psalmist want to 
behold? 
2. Where were the apostles when Jesus 
was taken up to heaven? (5, 2, 6) 
5. Who wrote the Gospel? 

 

 



 

Answers for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

  



The Gospel for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Motivation: On Thursday we celebrated the feast of the Ascension of the Lord. The Risen Lord is 
no longer among us in the way He was with the apostles, when He ate and drank with them. Our 
eyes are now directed towards the coming of the Holy Spirit in the great feast of Pentecost. 

In these days of expectation, the Gospel of this Sunday presents us with a prayer of Jesus to 
the Father. Just stop for a moment and think how amazing it is that we can, today, in this lectio, 
catch a glimpse of that most intimate of all relationships. That intimacy is all that we long for; it is 
truly eternal life, because it was engraved in us by the finger of God when He made us in His 
likeness. Notice too, that we are mentioned in their dialogue! You and I! We are part of their 
conversation, a big part. In fact, it is almost all about us! Isn’t it awesome that in the Trinity there 
should be a loving conversation about you and me? 

The Holy Spirit will come to pour into our hearts the love of God, so that we too, like Jesus, 
are able to call him ‘Abba! Father!’ As we look forward to this Feast, let us listen with open hearts 
and attentive minds to this word of salvation. Lockdown and social distancing are only on the 
outside. Within, we are free to welcome Him to dwell in our hearts; no distance whatsoever 
between us! 
 
Father, it is time for you 
to glorify me 
Jesus raised his eyes to 
heaven and said: 
‘Father, the hour has come: 
glorify your Son 
so that your Son may glorify 
you; 
and, through the power over 
all mankind that you have 
given him, 
let him give eternal life to all 
those you have entrusted to 
him. 
And eternal life is this: 
to know you, 
the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
I have glorified you on earth 
and finished the work that you gave me to do. 
Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me 
with that glory I had with you 
before ever the world was. 
I have made your name known 
to the men you took from the world to give me. 
They were yours and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. 
Now at last they know 
that all you have given me comes indeed from you; 

Ugolino da Siena, c. 1325–30 



for I have given them the teaching you gave to me, 
and they have truly accepted this, that I came from you, 
and have believed that it was you who sent me. 
I pray for them; 
I am not praying for the world 
but for those you have given me, 
because they belong to you: 
all I have is yours 
and all you have is mine, 
and in them I am glorified. 
I am not in the world any longer, 
but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you’ (John 17:1-11). 
 
 
  


