
The Fifth Sunday of Easter (A) 
10th May 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

You are constantly in my thoughts and prayers. Indeed, I miss you all. In the Mass I celebrate each 
morning in the Lady Chapel, your Angels are present and yourselves too. So strongly am I aware of 
this, that I actually deliver a quiet Homily after the Gospel. (The Angels takes notes to pass on.) 
Your intentions are all in the bidding prayers, which then follow. Thank you for sending in so many 
prayer requests: all are placed in God’s hands. 

It has been a special joy for me to conduct two on-line healing services for you and many 
others. We hope to hold another on Saturday 6 June at 2 p.m. This technical miracle, for which I 
thank Dom Anselm, has brought favourable reactions from far afield in the last few days, including 
from South America. In this month of May, Pope Francis speaks of ‘Mary, the Bringer of Health’. Let 
us then turn to her with confidence and joyful trust. We must recognise the great value of our 
work as intercessors. Surely our present restraints grant us an opportunity, (not to be missed), to 
carry forward a most enduring gift for others. Many who are now suffering are burdened with a 
very low sense of self-worth. By your prayers, help God to show them His love and compassion: 
and His nearness in times like this. ‘Pray at all times, and never lose heart’ (Luke 18, 1). 

Dom Michael Clothier  

 
PARISH LECTIO DIVINA ON LINE: On Friday 8th May at 5 p.m. 
Fr Leo will offer an on-line lectio divina session on the Gospel for the 
following Sunday (John 14, 1-12). We will follow the structure outlined 
in previous newsletters, with a time for Lectio, Meditatio, Oratio and 
Contemplatio. There will be an opportunity, but no obligation, to 
share echoes. The session will last about half an hour. 
 If you already use Zoom, the meeting ID will be 928-6380-
2745, and the Password is 123456.If you do not use Zoom, just e-mail 
Dom Leo (domleo@downside.co.uk) and he will send you the link and 
password you need. It is easier than it sounds. Meanwhile let us make 
prayerful preparation for our meeting as obedient disciples, ready to 
listen to Jesus Christ, God’s Word made flesh. 
 

Please pray for Lawrence Bloom-Davis, who died on Saturday 2 May, and for Will Duggan, 
who died on Wednesday 6 May. May they rest in the peace of the Risen Christ. 

A graveside service for Roddy Mellotte will be held on Monday 18 May, to be attended by 
members of his family only, in accordance with our Government’s directions. Please keep them 
especially in your prayers on this day. 

We pray for the following who are unwell or housebound: Brian Auty, Eileen Barrett, Detta 
Duggan and Arthur Haynes 

Healing service: Dom Michael will hold our next on-line healing service on Saturday 6 June at 2 
p.m. 

Sandro Boticelli c. 1480 



TO OUR CATHOLIC UNIVERSE AND CATHOLIC TIMES 
READERS: - at the moment you are unable to collect your paper at Mass, but 
you can get it delivered direct to your home every week, POST FREE.   Please 
go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on 0161 820 5722 and they will 
arrange it for you.  

CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30 April. The effects of coronavirus on 
developing countries where CAFOD works are likely to be devastating. Families without enough to 
eat and without access to clean water and healthcare are particularly vulnerable to coronavirus. 
The poorest and most marginalised communities will be pushed further into poverty. Your prayers 
and gifts are needed now more than ever to help protect the lives of those in poor 
communities. While we are not able to hold physical collections in our church, you can donate as 
individuals at cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal 

Christine Allen explains the Emergency Appeal on a video  https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Parish-
fundraising 

Visit this link to find out what Downside monks have been doing to communicate with 
the world outside the monastery during the lockdown: 
https://anthrocovid.com/2020/05/04/what-happens-when-the-churches-close-their-doors-virtual-
cloisters-and-monastic-outreach/  

AloneTogether.org.uk: Abbot Christopher Jamison, our Abbot President and an old boy of 
Downside School, has overseen A guide to isolation and social distancing from those who know. Online 
resources are offered to help people live through the coronavirus pandemic. Their special quality is 
that they don’t come from theories; they all come from those with experience of social distancing 
or isolation, people who have lived this reality either intentionally like monks and nuns or against 
their will like hostages or the housebound. This is a new and difficult journey for most people but 
experienced guides give us hope along the way. As the pandemic unfolds, more resources will be 
added. Visit the site to discover more. 

Martyrology: Tuesday 12 May is the feast of St 
Pancras.  He was martyred in Rome early in the 4th 
century. Legend makes him a Phrygian orphan 
brought by his uncle to Rome, where both were 
converted and Pancras suffered martyrdom at the 
age of fourteen for refusing to offer sacrifices to 
the pagan Gods.	Our	patron,	Pope St Gregory the 
Great, whose monastery stood on the site of 
Pancras’s martyrdom, had a great devotion to him, 
sending St Augustine to England with some of his 
relics. For this reason, many English churches are 
dedicated to Pancras; St Pancras Old Church in 
London is one of the oldest sites of Christian 
worship in England. Pray for the protection of St Pancras if you once again find yourself in his 
station, where the splendid statue of Sir John Betjeman was made by Martin Jennings, whose father 
was Warden of Plunkett House when it occupied the site around St Benedict’s church. 



 

We offer a prize for correct solutions. If you are at school or pre-school, please give your age. 
Other competitors are free to decide whether to tell Fr Leo their age. Send solutions to 
domleo@downside.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Crossword for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
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Across 
5. What sort of nation was the chosen race? 
7. Who was the sixth man elected by the 
whole assembly? 
8. Where did scripture say a precious 
cornerstone was laid? 
9. Where did Nicolaus come from? 
10. What did the stone rejected by the 
builders prove to be for unbelievers? 
11. Which of those elected was "a man full of 
faith"? 

Down 
1. What sort of priesthood was the chosen 
race? 
2. What sort of lute did the psalmist want to 
use? (3.8.4) 
3. Who called a meeting of disciples? (3.6) 
4. Who made a complaint against the 
Hebrews? 
6. Who was being overlooked in the daily 
distribution? 

 

 
  



The Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Motivation: A room has been prepared for us, a place prepared for us by someone who knows us 
far better than we do ourselves. While it is easy during these oft-called ‘strangest of times’ (as in all 
times) to feel out of place, the Word reminds us that we are loved and cherished and treasured, 
and that the best of all places still awaits us.  

How do we get to this place? Is there a right way to this place? It is easy during this time, 
when we are confined to the spaces and places of our homes, to feel unsure of what we are called 
to, and to doubt our ability to serve, know and love God. So let us take heart from what we learn in 
the words of the prophet Isaiah: The people I have shaped for myself will broadcast my praises 
(Isaiah 43, 21). 

Even if we do not know yet what we have to offer, remember that He has prepared places 
for us with Him, because he knows that we are coming to Him. He knows that you are coming to 
Him. In this Lectio let us remember that He has made room for us, for the individuals that we are, 
for the special and individual ways in which we love and serve Him. Hope in Him, hold firm and 
take heart! 
 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life 

ESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES: 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s 
house; 
if there were not, I should have told 
you. 
I am going now to prepare a place for 
you, 
and after I have gone and prepared 
you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; 
so that where I am 
you may be too. 
You know the way to the place 
where I am going.’ 
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ 
Jesus said: 
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, you know my Father too. 
From this moment you know him and have seen him.’ 
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you 
all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not know me? 
‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? 
Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

J 

12th century mosaic, Cathedral of the Transfiguration, Cefalù, Sicily 



The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: 
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. 
You must believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other reason. 
I tell you most solemnly, 
whoever believes in me 
will perform the same works as I do myself, 
he will perform even greater works, 
because I am going to the Father’ (John 14, 1-12). 
 
 


