
St Benedict’s Parish Announcement for The Fifth Sunday of Lent (A) 
29th March 2020 

INCE OUR LAST BULLETIN, issued on the 
Feast of St Joseph, 19 March 2020, the Bishops 

have directed that our churches are to be closed, 
even to visits for private prayer. This is to respond 
to the Prime Minister’s directions that everyone 
must reduce their contacts to the essential 
minimum in order to slow the spread of the 
Corona Virus. If we stay at home ‘we reduce the 
number of people needing hospital treatment at 
any one time, so we can protect the NHS’s ability 
to cope - and save more lives. And that’s why we 
have been asking people to stay at home during this pandemic.’   As Christians, St Paul provides us 
with an extra motivation: ‘The commandments … are summed up in this word, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law’ 
(Romans 13, 9-10). Meanwhile the monks are offering daily Mass in the Abbey Church at 8.35 a.m. 
on weekdays and at 10.00 a.m. on Sundays and Solemnities, praying for all our parishioners. The 
monks are also continuing their daily celebration of the Prayer of the Church at which we offer 
prayers for the Church and for the world.	 

In our last bulletin we detailed the arrangements in place for the Sacraments and essential 
liturgies. The Prime Minister has explicitly excluded funerals from religious services that are to be 
postponed until the emergency has passed. Naturally the fewest possible family members should 
attend the service at the graveside or in a crematorium. Earlier in the week a cremation service held 
for a parishioner was attended by only three members of her family. This was sad for such a well-
known and devout member of our parish community, but it was also an intensely prayerful and grace 
filled moment of thanksgiving. We hope to hold a Mass in Memoriam when such a celebration will 
once more be possible. 
 
Guideline for pastoral visits and for the administration of the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick during the Corona Virus Pandemic: Bishop Declan has issued the 
following guidelines. Priests over the age of 70 must not visit any patient in hospital, regardless of the 
patient’s illness. They can, of course, speak by telephone to a patient who is well enough. Otherwise 
staff chaplains can offer prayers with the patient. Younger priests may attend provided they have no 
underlying medical conditions that could compromise their own well-being. Special clinical directions 
have been given to priests who will administer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick at this 
time. 
 Pastoral visits should not be made to people who are self-isolating at home until the 
isolation period ends. The use of telephone support, where possible, is very much encouraged as 
such contact with the priest can offer great reassurance and hope. Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion are likewise encouraged to make regular telephone contact with the housebound and 
to offer prayers, but should refrain from visiting the sick in person. Holy Communion will be a 
‘Spiritual Communion’. 

All parishioners are encouraged to telephone those who are solitary, sick or housebound. 
If you would like to be telephoned, or know of someone who would like to be contacted, 

please ring Father Michael (01761 235 111) or Fr Leo (01761 235107). 
 

S 



Acts of Spiritual Communion that 
may prove helpful:  

 ‘If we are deprived of Sacramental 
Communion, let us replace it, as far as we 
can, by spiritual communion, which we 
can make every moment; for we ought to 
have always a burning desire to receive 
the good God.’ (St. Jean-Marie Vianney) 

‘What a source of grace there is in 
spiritual Communion! Practice it 
frequently and you’ll have more presence 
of God and closer union with him in your 
life.’ (St. Josemaría Escrivá) 

 
 
On-line Resources: You can witness Mass live-streamed from St John’s Bath every day at 10 a.m. 
You can watch again at any time. Fr Christopher Whitehead is our Dean, so watching his Mass 
seems appropriate (https://stjohnsrcbath.org.uk). Aid to the Church in Need has an excellent 
selection of Masses and other resources for you (https://acnuk.org/). And don’t forget:  

Downside Abbey website: www.downsideabbey.co.uk 
Downside’s social media:  Instragram 

Facebook  (downside.abbey) 
(downsidevocation) 

Twitter  (@downsideabbey) 
(@downsidemonks) 

Homilies, podcasts: Go to ‘Homilies and Podcasts’ on the Downside website 
To keep up with Catholic South West and other UK Catholic Diocesan newspapers visit 
www.ChurchPaper.co.uk 

Martyrology: Saturday 4 April is the Commemoration of St Isidore, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church. He was born c. 560 at Cartagena in 
Spain. He succeeded his brother as Bishop of Seville. Isidore was devoted 
to education as the proper response to barbarism and encouraged all 
bishops to establish seminaries in their Cathedral Cities. He is considered 
the last of the great Latin Fathers. He has a beautiful chapel in our Abbey 
Church, next to St Benedict’s chapel. Do go and visit it when the Abbey 
Church is open once more, and meanwhile pray for the people of Spain 
who are suffering severely in the corona virus pandemic. It was in Spanish 
monasteries that English and Welsh men who wanted to follow the Rule of St Benedict after the 
Reformation were first welcomed into community life.	 

Message from Peter Beaven, Chairman of our Parish Pastoral Council: This is a difficult 
and distressing time, but let us keep each other in prayer, especially those who, without the support 
of faith or family, are struggling and feeling alone. We can be instruments of peace, of joy, of faith 
and love in so many ways. We are a community of faith, hope and love, and we can proclaim the 
Gospel even when our normal daily routine is upset. May God watch over each and every one of us, 
and remind us – always – that he is near. God bless you. 


