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Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, let it 

bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy (Isaiah 35, 1). 

OPE FRANCIS HAS SENT OUT an Apostolic Letter Admirabile 

Signum, in which he draws our attention to the amazement 

and wonder with which people respond to the Christmas crib. 

He tells us it is a simple and joyful proclamation of the mystery 

of the human birth of the Son of God, a fresh and living way of 

proclaiming God’s love in our world. His letter encourages ‘the 

beautiful family tradition of preparing the crib in the days 

before Christmas, but also the custom of setting it up in the 

workplace, in schools, hospitals, prisons and town squares. As 

children, we learn from our parents and grandparents to carry 

out this joyful tradition … It is my hope that this custom will 

never be lost and that, wherever it has fallen into disuse, it can be 

rediscovered and revived.’ 

    Pope Francis recalls for us how St Francis set up the first crib in Greccio in 1223. Fifteen days before 

Christmas, the Saint asked a local man named John to help him ‘to bring to life the memory of that babe 

born in Bethlehem, to see as much as possible with my own bodily eyes the discomfort of his infant needs, 

how he lay in a manger, and how, with an ox and as ass standing by, he was laid upon a bed of hay.’ On 24 

December friars and people from the farms round about brought flowers and torches to light up that holy 

night. All present experienced a new and indescribable joy in the presence of the crib. The priest then 

solemnly celebrated the Eucharist over the manger, showing the bond between the Incarnation of the Son of 

God and the Eucharist. In that first crib there were no statues; the birth of Jesus was enacted and 

experienced by all who were present. Thomas of Celano, St Francis’s first biographer, tells us that one of 

those present saw the Baby Jesus himself lying in the manger. From that first crib in 1223 ‘everyone went 

home with joy.’ 

    We can be daunted by the Church’s appeal to us to evangelise our own world, our family, friends, 

colleagues and strangers. Pope Francis is encouraging us all to evangelize joyfully with the crib. ‘With the 

simplicity of that sign, St Francis carried out a great work of evangelization. His teaching touched the hearts 

of Christians and continues today to offer a simple yet authentic means of portraying the beauty of our 

faith.’ 

Admirabile Signum. To get your own copy, you can order an attractive booklet version with illustrations 

(£3.50) from www.ctsbooks.org or find the official on-line version at www.vatican.va When on this site, go to 

the heading Apostolic Letters and you will find it as the head of the list. You may want to keep a copy with 

your crib figures for years to come, as Pope Francis explains the deeper meaning of each element of the crib. 

Advent Crib Festival. Please bring your family crib to St Benedict’s and place it on the altar steps. The priests 

will bless the cribs on the Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 22), after which they can be taken home.  

St Benedict’s Primary School will be holding their Carol Service in St Benedict’s Church on Wednesday 18 

December at 6.30 p.m. All are welcome. 
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St Francis may have seen this 5th-century 
mosaic at Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome in 
1223 before travelling to Greccio. 

http://www.ctsbooks.org/
http://www.vatican.va/


Parish Carol Service Sunday 22nd December at 3 p.m. The carols will be followed by refreshments and the 

annual Parish Draw. If you would like to join in the music making, please contact Julie Justin (07 930 062 

552). The Annual Parish Prize Draw will take place after the carols. Tickets can be found at the back of the 

church. Hand money and ticket stubs to DD. Michael, Leo or Philip Colbourne. 

Advent/pre-Christmas parish social event. A huge thank you to all those who attended the parish party last 

Saturday evening and to all those who helped in any way. It was a very happy and lively occasion with five 

delicious soups made by members of the parish, accompanied by homemade crusty bread and various 

cheeses. We tested our brains on Christmas themed table-top quizzes and then sang our hearts out to some 

well-known Christmas songs. There were lovely raffle prizes donated. We raised a total of £167 for charity. 

Well done to all. 

We pray for the sick and housebound of our parish: Gerald Walsh-Waring, Arthur Hynes, Eileen Barrett and 

Will & Detta Duggan. 

Diocesan Prayer Link: Holy Family, Patchway 

Babysitting: Anna Dolman, a parishioner, is training to be a nanny at University. She will be available to 

babysit over the Christmas holidays from 13 December to 5 January. Contact: 07 795 839 416 or 

dolmana@yahoo.com  

Martyrology: In the last days of Advent the Roman 

Martyrology celebrates the memory of two Old Testament 

prophets who looked forward with longing to the mystery that 

we see revealed in the Birth of Jesus, God the Father’s Beloved 

Son. St Malachi has his commemoration on Tuesday 18 

December. After the Babylonian Captivity he announced the 

great day of the Lord together with his entry into the Temple, 

as well as ‘from farthest east to farthest west my name is great 

among the nations, and everywhere incense and a pure gift are 

offered to my name’ (Malachi 1,11). Friday 21 December is the 

commemoration of St Micah, who, in the eighth century B.C., 

foretold the birth in Bethlehem of a leader who would shepherd 

Israel in the power of the Lord (Micah 5, 1-3). 

School of Joy Christmas Gifts: As you leave the Church you will find olive wood and embroidered items 

made by children with learning difficulties at their school in the Shepherds’ Field, Bethlehem. The items are 

not priced, but please give sacrificially because your money is vital for the future of this school that serves 

Christian and Muslim children living in poverty and adversity. Their School brings them hope and joy. 

World Gifts from CAFOD: Choose a unique, virtual gift that will help a family living in poverty. For 

information go to: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ Take care to find the CAFOD site as there are a number of 

world gift sites for different organizations. 

Times of Christmas Services: Abbey Church: Tuesday 24 December: Mass at 4 p.m. Mass during the 

Night: 11 p.m. Hot drinks will be served in the Abbey Visitor Centre after the 11 p.m. Mass. Christmas Day: 

Mass at 10 a.m. 

St Benedict’s: Christmas Day: Mass at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. There will be no 6 p.m. Mass in St Benedict’s on 

Christmas Day. 

Micah by Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel 
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