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he uncertainty of our present 

situation must indeed be unheard 

of in the lengthy annals of 

Downside. I do feel deeply for the 

pain which all of you must now be 

undergoing. It is perhaps a reflection – a 

vivid one – of the anxiety of our society 

just at the moment. The ‘normal’ we 

might hope get back to, simply is not 

there anymore.  

We are thus confronted by a challenge 

to which we are hardly equal. Let us not 

attempt to meet it with merely our own 

slender resources.  

Now, in a special way, our Faith comes to our aid. Our Saviour, Who has never left us, is near 
to us, to heal and to encourage, to guide and inspire. If it sometimes may seem that He is 

absent, or at least distant, remember that He is never closer than in our times of trial. Turn 

to Him in your hearts, for that is where He wills to make His home. The media would like to 

keep us in their prison of fear and anxiety. Reject firmly, in Christ’s name, this evil scheme to 

rob us of our hope and peace of mind.  

As we start a new year, let is invite the Holy Spirit to pray in us at all times. Make moments 

to turn to Him in your busy day. Your angel will bring you those moments if you ask him. 

And upon each you power rests to help others. Trust in the Lord at all times. Amen. 

 

Dom Michael Clothier 

 

Upcoming Synod: Do let Fr Michael know if there are any topics or proposals which he 

can take forward in preparation for the coming synod.  

 

St Patrick’s Day: We hope to have a St Patrick’s Day party on Friday 

March 11th in the hall at St Benedict’s starting at around 6.30pm.  

 

Thanks: Fr Michael and Fr Leo would like to thank everyone for all the 

cards, messages and gifts they received at Christmas.  

 

Parish Pastoral Council: At the meeting of our Parish Pastoral Council last Wednesday, it 

was stated by the treasurer that we had broken even with our finances last year, despite 

buying new boilers.  

The minutes from the last PPC meeting will be on the Downside Abbey website soon.  

We are also looking for one more volunteer to join the council to serve for two years, if you 

are interested do let Fr Michael or Fr Leo know. 

 

Parish Mass: Abbot Nicholas will preside at the parish Mass in the abbey at 11am on Sunday 

March 13th.  

T  



 

Confirmation: Please pass any names of anyone to be confirmed to Fr Michael.   

 

Martyrology: St Anthony of Egypt (17th January) Known as the 

Father of All Monks, as he was one of the first to organise his 

disciples into a community. He was one of the Desert fathers and 

spent much of his life in the desert resisting temptations on many 

occasions.  

St Wulstan (20th January) Benedictine monk of Worcester 

Cathedral Priory and Bishop of Worcester from 1062. One of his 

main successes was to abolish the trade of slaves from Bristol to 

Viking Ireland and he became a trusted advisor to William the 

Conqueror. He is also well known as the patron saint of 

vegetarians and is depicted in a window at Downside in the 

Chapel of St Oliver Plunkett.  
 

Peter and Rita Beaven: On Sunday January 9th the Parish said 

goodbye to Peter and Rita Beaven, who have been staunch 

members of our community for almost 30 years. Peter has been chairman of the Parish 

Council for the last four years and has worked tirelessly throughout this time in support of 

the members of the parish and the clergy. This has been a particularly challenging task during 

the time of the Covid pandemic, but under his leadership the Parish have managed to provide 

safe access to private prayer in both The Holy Ghost and St. Benedict's and weekend Mass in 

the Abbey Church. Prior to the pandemic both Peter and Rita could be relied upon to support 

the Parish in all its endeavours, both 

pastoral and social. We will miss them both 

and wish them well in their new home in 

Dorset. 

As a thank you gift, Dom Michael and Dom 

Leo made a beautiful wooden bowl crafted 

from Oak and the rare Zebrano wood. It 

was engraved with the words of St. John's 

gospel, from the farewell message of Jesus 

to his apostles, "Remain in my love". 

With this message we thank Peter and Rita 

for all they have done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


